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Admonition to the Reader, concerning 


the Authority and Uſe of the 


Holy Scriptures. 


He following Papers, being intended only for 
a private SatisfaQtion, and not. for the pub- 
lick View, are writ in a Stile agreeable to the 

435 Sex to which they are dedicated, and the few 
Arguments here and:there.added, either to.explain or Il- | 
luſtrate a Text of Scripture, are ſuch as are more obvious 

to a Female Capacity, than. perhaps the common way of 

Arguing uſed by: one great-Diſputant againſt another is. 
For it was no.more my.intent, than it was my Buſineſs, 

:in writing.to Women; who: by Reaſon of their general 

.want-of Learning, underftand.nothing of Logical Rea- 

ſoning, and as little of:Syllogiſmal Inferences, to endea- 

-yvour-to make, athing plain, by.rendring it more unintel- 

ligible : But to make. every-thing as obvious and plain | 


ito ithe moſt ordinary Underſtanding,. as-I, might, tho? 


-my:Words-were never fo homely ; And though it is con- 
ifeſt, The Lady to whom. theſe Papers, were eſpecially 
direRed, is a Perſon endued with better;Parts, and more 
[Learning than others of her Sex generally are ; yetI con- 
-fidered,, That many more. of her Society-or Acquaintance, 
-might be concerned in the; Reading of them : And there- 


:fore-bchought, asa plain Method would, not be ynplea- 
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fant tothe Lady her ſelf, ſo it would certainly be both 


more Acceptable and Profitable to others, not loaden 


Cyril. in 


4 in 


with ſo much-Sagacity and Underſtanding, 


- But, ſince in this Undertaking I have wholly relyed on 
the Teſtimony of the Scriptures, and have drawn all my 
Arguments from them ; Ithink it proper to vindicate my 
Proceeding . that way, .by giving the Reader a curſory 
Account of the Supreme Authority of the Sacred Wri- 
tings, confifting in two Particulars : The Firſt is, Their 
containing, fully, all things. needful for our Salvation. 
And the Second, Their beifg ſaficient to determine 
Points of Doubt and Controverlſie. | In both which I ſhall 
fill make my Appeal to the Scriptures themſelves ; and 
likewiſe intermix a few Teſtimones of the Fathers, not 
for Confirmation of the Scriptures Authority, for that is 
evident enough in- it ſelf ;- but to ſhew the Opinion of 
thoſe great Pillars of the Church in a' Matter, about 
which there'is ſo great a Diſagreement betwixt us and 
the Church of Rome. | 

I begin*therefore with the firſt Evidence of the Su- 
preme Authority of the Scriptures ; Their containing, 
tully, all things needful for our Salvation. 

The. Evangeliſt, ch. 20. 30. tells us, That oſs did 
many ſigns, in the. preſence of his diſciples, which are not 
written inthis book. But theſe, lays he, are written, That- 
ye might believe that Jeſus is theChriſt, the ſon of God, and 
that Eli ving ye might have life through his name. ** And 
« this Goſpel by S. John, may without Injury, be thought 
&« to excel the other three, ſays S. Cyril; and he gives 
no weak Reaſons for it: One of which is, /** That it 
&« contains all things pertaining to. Truth, which the 
« other-.do alſo, but not in ſo high a: Strain : For 
&« whereas the reſt do moſt Exquiſitely. deſcribe the Ge- 
&« nealogy of our Saviour, -cicher deſcending from Abra- 


*©£ bem to Joſeph, or aſcending from Joſeph to Adem: ; 


«*S. John 


FE > ol rt db do; 


(5) 
4-5 John has not much laboured in theſe Matters, but 
Eyith an aſpiring Mind ſeems to foar beyond | Human 
_ 46 poſſibility, and is'not afraid, in expreſs Words to ſet 
4. Jown' his Ineffable Generation ; Iz the beginning was 
«rhe word; and the word was with God, and the word was 
« God. © The'fame'was in the beginning with God : And'fo 
«aſpires directly tothe Foundation of Divine Truth. 
"Where; "by the way, it; will not be -amiſs to obſerve, 
That this Evangeliſt was the beloved Diſciple of our 
Lord, and therefore it cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed /he 
-would conceal any thing from him that was neceffary to 
be known”: 'But on the contrary, he revealed: more to- 
him than was needful to be ſer down, in/ ſome Particu- 
hrs whereof he was commanded to be Silent ; as may 
-be ſeen, 'Rev. 10. 4. Bur when any thing 'might- be 
known, he'1sto declare it, Chap. 22. 10." and Chap. 1.3. 
They are-bleſſed who read and hear the words of this prophe- 
cy, with an intent to keep-thoſe things which "are written 
-therein. So then, though we are ignorant of ſome- 
things, yet by what is written, we may fufficiently be - 
acquainted with whatever is neceſſary for us'to know; - 
S. Paul, A4its'20; after he had told the Epheſians, Verſe- 
30, That of their own ſelves ſhould ariſe men, ſpeaki ngper- 
verſe things to draw away diſciples after them, At the 32 
Verſe he commends them ro God, and tothe Word of 
his Grace, - which, he tells them, '# able to build them'up, 
- and to give them an inheritance among all them which are- 
 ſanttified. And leſt it ſhould be! thought-that he had: 
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-wito falvation tv every oxecthat believerh, And Chap.15.4. 
Whatfoever things were wrdtten aforetime, werewritten for 
or learning, that we through Patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures might have hope. And fays $S. Chryſoſtam , 
+ Wherefore are theſe:things written,:but that we {bould 
« learn them ?-For ſays -he,.'* The Scriptures are. exaci 
« 71200 4m prey i, ys were 5 uvord; Of: all,. the moſt exact Bal- 
*lance, Guide and Rule. ' And according/to.$. Athenaſei- 
z5, they arc dnw/ya; g ig/0uaje sf nnoriugr, The Anchors and 
Support of our Faith. And Jrenexs calls them woe f 
angles dxmn, the immoveable Canon-of Truth-; and the 
Pillar and Foundation of -our Faith. - And we-beingiſure 
-of what the Apoſtle fays,2Tim.3.16,17.That all Soripture 
is given by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for daitrin, 
for reproof, for icorrettzon, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
T hat the. men of .Gud may beperfett, throughty frnilhes #P- 

cannenf- 20 att\good Works; may fately.conclude with'S. Aur, 
pheterm That 'theRule of Faith is fixed .and terminated-4un the 
o hou 'Books of theProphets and Apoſtles. It was the conſtant 
i fes Opinion-of this great DoQor.of the-Gentiles,, . That.the 
azque rer- Scriptures 'were of themſelves able to-make, Men Wiſe 
nes ,unto \Salvation. | Neither is he alone ; for .St. James 
JL 11.41. afſures us, That \they are able \to-fave our:Souls, Far. 
1, 21, And therefore'St. Peter caiis 'em a.more {ure word 

of Prophecy, thana Voice:from Heaven.; and ſays, That 

all Men woulddo-well rhatithey:take good heed;to em, 

_ »as untoa Lightthat ſhineth-in a dark-place; 2.Per.1.-19. 

And' our Lord himſelf, *in the Parable, brings4n Abra- 

ham telling the Rich Man {in Hell, -That-his\Brethren 

'had Mofes and the Prophets;- whom let ?em hear, ſays 

the ; \for*ifothey will not\hear them; -peither, will they be 

perftraded, though one roſe from (the: Dead, Luk. 16. 
29. '71.” | Upon: which *words, St. Chryſoftorr's \Jote- 

"rence "was, © © Thar 'we :ſhould! beheve ;the Scxiptures. 

-< Though; the Dead ſhould riſe, and: though, les 

os ; « ſhou 
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« fioul8! deſeend' from Heaven , we muſt- prefer thie- 
« Feſtimony*of Scriptures before them : According to 
the Apoſtle," Gal. 1. 8. Though we, or an Angel from 
Heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that which 
we have preached anto you, let him be accurſed. +All which 
Frake 'to'be Indications plain enough of the ſufficiency 
of the Scriptures,as to all things pertaining to Salvation. 
"Bat beftdes this, I faid they were alſo in themſelves 
fafficient to determin Points of Controverſie. | 
The Pfalmiſt ſays of the Word of God, That it isa 
Lamp to his Feet, and a Light to his Path, P/al. 119. 
r05. And therefore it was that he ſo often ſpeaks of 
ordering himſelf according to this Word, and prays lo 
earneſtly ro God to enable him to do it. Sie 
* And thus the Propher expoſtulates with the Jews, 1/2. 
8. 19, 20.: When they ſhall ſay unto'you, Seek unto them 
which have familiar ſpirits, and unto wizards that peep ani 
mutter ; Should not a people ſeek unto their God ?' for the 
kiving, to the dead? To the law and to the teſtimony : if 
they ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe there is 
»0 light in them. | CONN = 0 
© It was the way of the Apoſtles, on all occaſions, to .. 
have recourſe tothe Scriptures. Thus St. Perer, 1m his. 
Sermon to Cornelis, to confirm his Doftrin of the Mefſzas, - 
ſays, Tohimgive all the Prophets witneſs, that through his 
Name whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall receive nf; 3 of * 
fins, AC. 10. 43. And that it was the. conſtant praftice 
' of 'St. Paul, no Man can deny that has had the leaſt - 
converſe with his Writings; eſpecially that great Axiom 
-of his, which has never been contradifted, That. the - 
'Scriptures are given by Inſpiration of God, and are. pro- 
 * fitable for DotQtrin, for Reproot, .for Correction, for - 
Inftrution-tn'Righteouſneſs,'1s a more. than ordinary in- 
-Rance of bis Opmionin this particular. And as it is writ- 
'ten, was the only refuge of thoſe Primitive Builders _ 
"5 5 | the ]-- 
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the Church. And it was. the very ſame method. that - 
our Lord himſelf took to reprove the Tempter , -Matth. 

4. 4. It is written, Man (þatl not live by bread alone, &c. 

And Verſ. 7. It is written, Thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord 
thy God. And Verſ. 10. It is written, T how ſhalt worſbip 
the Lord thy God. And thus he us'd always to'bring the 
Teſtimonies of Moſes and theProphets againſt the impious 
Obje&ions of the Jews ; very often telling them, That 

| he did nor ſpeak his own Words, but the Word of him 
that ſent him ;- that is, the Word of God. 

And now, would 1t not. be a thing to be wonder'd at, 
if the Holy Fathers of the Church ſhould be.ignorant of 
this way of arguing? Or if they did know it, that.they 
would not chuleto follow his Example whom they pre- 
tended to worſhip and obey ? But we have no caule to 
wonder.at. this, but. rather at their ignorance, or wilful 
ſtubbornneſs,. who pretend to be acquainted with them, 
and yet, ſeemingly at leaſt; afſert their Sentiments and 
doc in this matter, to be contrary to their Prede- 
ceſlors. | 


Epift. a It was uſual with Baſi/ thus to expreſs himſel, #2:6r4- 


= a nur Neaamoz w 34 197 3 Let the Scriptures, which are divinely 

MemEtb. jnſpird, be Fudge between ws. . For, ſays he, Whatſoever 

be wag is contrary to them, is not of Faith, and therefore ſinful. 
Every Word or Cauſe ought to be tried and confirm'd by 
the Holy Scriptures. V2" ION 

Cypr. a Neither does St. Cyprzan come behind him: in this 

Pemp.ccont. particular ; ** If (ſays he) the Pipes through which 

Steph. Pap. © Water is conveyed into the City, ſhould be ſuddenly 
« deficient, ſhould we not go preſently to the Spring, that 
« thence we may know the cauſe of the defe&t, . whether 
« the Springit {elf is dry, or whether the Pipes are ſtopt 
* by any thing which may hinder the courſe of the. Wa- 
* ter? And ſo the Pipes being clear'd, the: City may be 
« ſupplied with Water as before. So ought the Mini- 


ſters 


(9) 


« ſters of the Goſpel to do: In matters.of Doubt. they 
« ſhould go to our Lord and: his Apoſtles, that they. may. 

« model their Actions by their Doctrin,. as the Fountain 

« and Original of Divine Truth. FF | 

Tertullian likewiſe would accept. of.no Argument 
that was not drawn from the. Scriprures.... And. by this m—_— 
he confuted the Hereticks of his time. © For ({ays he): dem deke- 
« take away the Sophiſtry of the Heathen Philoſophers, {7 m7 
« which the Hereticks make uſe of, and when they come 
* to argue from the Scriptures they will-not be able to 
CREST... AW OE - 

St. Chryſoftom ſays, That if any thing is aſſerted with- cr = 
out the authority of the Scriptures to back it on, .it leaves ?/zm 55- 
the Hearers in doubt. OuNr #ng yeogihs alzouer, Tays Clemens to, 11. de 
Alexandrinus ; We ſay nothing againſt the Scriptures. Fet. Strom. 
AndTheodoret,z98 8 win auioues Th 26a year? 3 1 confide inthe 1,01. 
Scriptures only. To which we may add his Teſtimony of 1. cap. 6. 
the Saying of Conſtantine the.Great, ** That the Books of !4: #7. 

«* the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, and the Oracles of the a 
«* the ancient Prophets do evidently teach us, what we 

«are to think of the Divine Power. Therefore in every 
«© ſeditious Controverſie, let us diſcuſs the Point. in 
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C a) 


@ Men, for that which is due to God only,” whereby 
&* they obey God rather than'Man ; ſo this Obedietice was 


* embraced by them before the other. For *tis, indeed 
& an argument of no little diſcretion, but ofa quick and 
© moſt piercing Judgment, if we can diſcern what Opi- 
* nion is to be followed,” and what is rather to be rejeQ- 
© ed. In a word, our Lord himſelf in the Goſpel ſays, 
& Beware of them which come to you in ſheeps cloathing, but 
© ;nwardly are devouring wolves. Therefore a watchful 
& Soul and ſetled Mind are required” in order to our di- 


« ſcovering the .plain ſimplicity. of Sheep, or the more 


<« hidden malice and greedineſs of Wolves. Whence 
«< we may learn what great danger they are in,, who 
© negle& the ſtudy of the Holy Scriptures, from which 
© only. they can be furniſhed with ſuch a knowledge 
**and diſcretion, FL EAT IG ou 
' "St, Auſtia has an, Expreſſion, which makes a great 
bluſter in the World j *T would not believe the Goſpel 
& (ſays he) if the Authority of 'the Catholick Church 
© did not move me to it. Upon this.the Authority of 
the Church is magnified” above. the Authority of the 
Scriptures. FS ATT 

But if Sr. Auſtiz did not intend any ſuch thing, where 
are we then ? He expreſs?d himſelf once to this purpoſe, 


42g. confi. © Thou , O God, haſt afſur'd me, that not they who 
6.6.6.5. © heliev'd thy Books, which with fo great Authority 


& thou haſt eſtabliſh'd in almoſt all the World ; but 
* they who did not, were culpable : Neither are they 
&« to be heard, who ſhall ask me, how I know, that thoſe 
& Books are given to Men by the Spirit of One moſt true 
* God. Which ſhews, that he did fiot altogether rely 
on the Teftimony of the Church, ' which was only out- 
ward; but chiefly 'to the inward"Witneſs of the Holy 
Ghoſt in his Conſcience. , But: We may knpyf more of 
a 


bis Mind by "more of his Words” ye (lays he)do 
| ” * not 
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«got brizg/2 falſe Ballance, 'that we may make things 7m, cont. 
«weigh whar we'pleaſe, and how. we pleaſe, and _ l,2- 
« 'pive-judgmenr: what isJight, [and what' heavy: But © © 


«we give you the divine' Ballance of the Holy Scrip- 
« tutes, the Treaſures of the Lord, and by that we tell 
«you what'is heavy; yet not we, but the Lord himelf; 
&.ho'having weighed all things already, we tell you 
« from him what-is heavy, '&c." -And can we think that 
Great Father ever intended to ſet up the Authority of 
the 'Church above the Scriptures ? He does not lay, 
We tell you from the Church what is-light, and what 
heavy 5 but, we-tell-you fromthe Scriptures.” © And 


thus again, * There ate: ({ays he) (certain Books: of 'the 14. de wir. 
« Lord, to. whoſe Authority. we wholly affenr, which #3: 


« we-firmly belteve, and in all things obey.” In them 
«let us ſeek: the Church, by them let us difcuſs our 
«.Caviſe. Now, if 'St. Auſtin did really ' believe the 
Seriptures, on no other account than barely the:Churches 
Teftimony, why: does he ſay, He muſt find the Church 
inthe Scriptures? This would be to run round in an in- 
dererminate-circle ; firſt to look for the Church in the 
Seriptures, and then to ſearch for the Scriptures in' the 
Church. | 1 don't ſee *how'-theſe can ftand topether. 
But let it be as it will, we may with more ſafery give 
credit to whata Man's conſtantin, than to/what he ſays 
' but once, or, -it may be, never at all; -and' fo we'may 
aſſure our ſelves of the coriceffion'of this Holy Father'to 
what” we allert, That the Scriptures” are the fapreme 
Decider of Controverfies. The only thing needfaltobe'ad- 
dedito'what has beertalready produc'd, is, That nothirio 
: 6ught to be put to, or taken fromthe Word of God. 
* Bellarminacknowledges the Seriptures to be a Rule, 
but fays 2cis only partly ſo ; for the Seripryres joynid 
But wehave- ſeerithar the Scriptures alone are a p- 
UA | B 2 & 


Baſil, cont. 
Eunon.l. 1, 
Id. Conf. 
Fid. 


| Ferom, in 
Manh.23. 


KEEP 

fe Rule ; and, * An;Infallible | Rule (ſays St. Bf!) 
< ought to be ſo, without addition or diminution. .. And 
« further, That it is a manifeſt departing from the Faith, 
{« and an evidence of Pride,either to take away any thing 
« from what is written, or to add anything that is not 
written;for our Lord has ſaid, My ſheep hear my voice. And 
« (fays St. Jerom) Whatever does not come from the 
& Holy Scriptures, is as eaſily condemn'd as approv'd. 


Euſcb.Hiſt , - Enuſebirs tells us, '*© That after +the. Death of the 


4. 3. CG 32, 


& Apoltles, though the Scriptures were. extant, yet the 
*& Church did not long} continue -an unſpotted Virgin, 


© but Herefies and -Corruptions of 'the: Goſpel: encreaſed 
1 * apace, And then I would fain know -what method 


 Kimonies of the Fathers againſt ſuch proceediogs. 


the Orthodox DoCtors took: to purge. and refine the 
Church again ?.I ſuppoſe 'it may be-anſwer'd, that, 
A General Council was to repreſent the whole Church, 
.and to.determine the;Points\in Controverſie. Granting 


this,the next Queſtion will be, which way.the DoQors at- 


ſembled in Council procteded in this great Afﬀair ? Did 
they. appeal.to the Church-? The moſt impious Here- 
ticks would confidently athrm, That-only they were 
-of. the 'Txue-Church, VV owd:they appeal to the Fathers ? 
There were many, Lxarned;Men who in their Writings 


.maintain'd. the. worſt of. Hexefies. Wou'd they appeal 
to Apoſtolical Traditions.?: The Founders of many of 


the greateſt Hereſies, lived, in the Times of the Apoſtles ; 


-and-on that-ſcore, had.-as good a plea for their knowing 


their Sentiments, -as any-of the Orthodox Fathers.could 
have. I am certain the firſt Nzeceze, Council took no ſuch 
way, but onall occaſions urg'd the Scriptures againſt the 
Opinions of thoſe Hereticks they -were to deal with, as 
might be ſhewn at large, if it was abſolutely neceſſary 
to our purpoſe. + oo q 

At preſent let . us:content our: ſelves, with. a few Te- 


And 
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- "And firſt, againſt Appealing to the Churches Cuſtome; 
St Cyprian ſays, **a Cuſtome' which fome have taken up, cyr. «4 
« ought not to prevail againſt the Truth ; for Cuſtome EP ney 
«without the Truth, 1s but the Ornamenr of an Error : OM: 
* For which Reaſon let us forſake the Error of ſuch a Cu- 
«tome, and follow the Truth. And when $. 4sfin bids 
us ſeek the Church inthe Scriptures; he cannar intend, 
in my Opinion, That we ſhould follow the Chiretin#ny 
thing repugnant to the Scriptures : But beſides, *ARule 
of Faith ought to be Perfect. But Orzges tells us, That as 0riz. in 
« on every Floor there is Chaft as well as Wheat, ſo'is _ 
«the Church on Earth, ſome part Wheat, and the reſt * 
« Chafft, And upon” Marth, 21.14. where it' is ſaid, 14. in 
That the blind and the lame came into the Temple to Chriſt, Manh... 
and he healed them : © The Moral' ConftruQtion of this, ** 5: 
ſays he, © is, That in the Church all canner ſee, neither 
«© can all walk Upright ; but ſome are Blind 'and others - 
*Lame. To which he immediately applies” this Reme- 
«dy, as the moſt effeQual: They, ſays he;- who are 
& fenſible of their own Blindneſs, ſince there is no other 
« way to be rid'of it,” but by the Word'of God, the 
&« ſhould apply themſelves to thar, 'and they cannot mils 
*of a Cure. Which is'enongh to prove the Inſafficien- - 
cy of the Churches Cuſtomes or Authority, as to.Mat- 
ters of Faith at leaſt. | 43 
Secondly, Neither will the Teſtimonies of the Fathers - 
be of any Force in this Particular :'For a Rule of -Faith - 
muſt be full of Knowledge, and ſufficiently able to-in- 
#trud us. - But what ſays S. Auſtin of himſelf? '* Fam 4ug. co. 
* not only ignorant, ſays he, inmany other Things, *but *'*: 4 
«eyen in the Holy Scriptures themſelves, ' Tam-yet to | 'F 
*carn'more-than I know already. ' And thus he elfe- 7p.dzicr. 
< where cAene himſelf:To the Books of the Scriptures 
< only, which are called Canonical, 'do'T owe this' Ho + 
< nour, that T firmly believe, That -none of their Pen- 
| <« Men - 
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"& men hayeerr'd in any thing they. have written. - But T 

« eſteem-other Writers according to their SanCtity and 

«* Learning :; I do not think any thing true, meerly be- 

{* cauſe it was their Opinion. Which very well agrees 

7-111. de with that Axiom of Tertullian ; © It, ſays he, a Biſhop, 
77-/cr- * or Deacon, ifa Widow,or Maid, if a Doctor, or even 
_* *%a Martyr ſhould err from-the Rule; would the Error 
« bee'r the Truer or Better for their. Sakes.? :We do not 

© prove the Faith by the Perſons, but the Perſons by the 

Zi-ſup. * Faith. And the Acknowledgment of Bze/ is to the 
Wil {ame purpoſe; ** That the Authority of the-Fathers com- 
<« pells no Man to aſſent to their: Sayings,- unleſs they 

& byild on the Holy Scriptures, or. Divine Revelation, 
On this account therefore S, Auſtin might well cry , out, 


Au5, it 


Z/al. 57. ©< Let our Writings be wichdrawa., .that the Book of . 
God may be -iatroduced. þ'% _s 

tren. 1, 3. And as for Apoſtolical Traditions, let:the Teſtimony 

#.1, of Irenaus ſerve forall : © By the. Apoſtles, ſays he, the 


<« Goſpel came down to us, . which they then preached ; 

&« and afterward by the Will of God, they delivered. to 

<« us in rhe Scriptures, What.was to be the future Foun- 

« dation and Pullar-of our Faith. end TINT BR 

Now, - if neither the Cuſtomes of the Church, - nar 

the Judgment of the Fathers, nor Tradition, can be a 

perfe&t Rule of Faith ; no more can all theſe united in 

a General Council be ſo : For a Rule muſt be 1g every 
reſpe&-periet. But we haye ſeen, That the Church 1s 

in many reſpects Defective, and the Fathers fubje£t to 
I2norance and Error.: And if Ireneus may be credited, 

The Apoſtles preached. nothing contrary to: what they 

have left us in Writing, . and therefore; there can be.no 

Place tor Apoſtglical Traditions... So that a.Rule,.. which 
is-lmperfect, and Defeftive;inevery. Part, muſt necds 

3-!larm. de be ſo in-the whole. And Be/larmin himſelf has proved, 
Concl. 2+ That the Decrees of -General Councils.cannot- be. a x4 

| | c 


5,12, 


- » 


o—_ 


(15) 
fe Rule, - becauſe they cannot pretend to immediate 
Divine Revelation ;\- That they may Err in ſome things, 
and-in many of their Definirions, they conclude only 
Probably. But a Rule of Faith ought to be every way 
Perfe&,- and to conclude neceſſarily. And ſuch an ab- 
folute PerfeU Rule the'Scriptures appear to be, not only” 
from their own Teſtimony, but from Teſtimonies of the 
greateſt Pillars of the Church, in the Second, Third, 
Fourth and Fifth Centuries. And therefore if any Man's 
Intereſt has led him to a contrary Judgment in the later 
Ages of the Church, his Opinions ought not to be ſer up 
as a Standard againſt ans joyn'd with Truth, From 
hence, then, we may infer, what has been already 
aſſerted, That the Scriptures being of themſelves a per- 
fe and Un-erring Rule,nothing muſt be put to, or taken 
from them. To which purpoſe, - beſides what has been 
produced already, the Reader may give himfelf the trou- 
ble of Peruſing the following Texts; Dent. 12.32... 
Joſb. x.7. Prov. 30.6. Gal. 1.8, and 3.15. Rev, 22, 
18, 19. Andlethimlearn the Danger of Adding or Tak- 
ing away, that is, Doing any thing contrary to the Scri- 
ptures. From theſe Lev.:10. 2. 1/as. 1. 12,13, 14, and - 
66. 3. Hoſ. 9.15. Matth. 15.6,9. Mark 7. 9. Gal. 4.10. . 
From all which Texts, will evidently appear the Invalt. 
dity of any thing that is not built upon the rrue Founda- 
tion, and the danger of being led away by ſuch Vanities. 
And fo I hope, IT have ſufficiently vindicated my Rely- 
ance on the Teſtimony of the Scriptures in the Buſineſs 
of the following Undertaking. 

I ſhall only trouble the Reader with two or three ne. 
ceſſary Cautions, concerning the right Uſe and Under- 
ſtanding of thoſe Sacred Writings, and then give him - 
his Liberty to proceed. 

E. If any Man will make choice of the Scriptures for 
his Guide in matters that -concern his Well-being here 

| | and 
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make the beſt they.can ofevery Word, when they. meet 
with one of an ordinary. Capacity. 7 tr9 , 
Therefore, 1I. It behoveth.every Man that -hath any 
regard to his own Safety, to ſearch intotheſe things him- 
ſelf; to read the Holy Scriptures diligently,that fhemay 
learn from them whether ſuch things are true or no. 

But as Iam now Writing,tothoſe of the meaneſt Rank, 
in Learning lat eaſt, It is neceſſary that I caution ſuch 
Readers of theScriptures,againſt laying roo much ſtreſs on 
the literal Interpretation of a Text : For the Holy Ghoſt 
very often makes uſe of Metaphors andother Obſcurities, 
wherein the Senle is not obvious toevery Eye: And tho), 
as S. Auſtin ſays, T here is nothing ſo obſcure in one Pluce 
which in another is not made plain : Yet it is not ſuppoſed 


- that an ordinary Reader knows. how to find that Place 


out, or if he daes, that he has Judgment enough to fa- 


_ tisfie himſelf. - For the Scriptures.conliſt of a Soul and a 


lib, 4+ 


Body : The Body is the Letter, and the Soul is the true 
Interpretation. Every Man, therefore, iays Origen, that 


dr fires to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, muſt have his 


Eye on every Word, for every Nation has a different way of 
ſpeaking ; let him therefore mind rather what is ſignified, than 
with what Words it is expreſſed. For there are ſome things, 
which no Human Words cn explain, but they are only con- 
ceivable in an honeſt Underſtanding. By which Rule alſs 
we come to the Knowledge and Underſtanding of the Holy 
Scriptures, that what we read is not to be underſtood accord- 
ing to the Letter, but according to the Divinity of that Ho 
ty Spirit which inſpired it. Wherefore the Honeſt Rea- 
der will do well to take care, That he is not drawn Dy 

tne 


" 1 


theLetter out of the right-way. And'to this-end the beſt 
:dviceI can give him,is;Before-he preſumes to read;to beg 
the Afiſtance of God's Holy Spirit to direQ and enlighten 
his Qaderſtanding. And when he meets with an obſcure 
Text," let himpray again,' and beſides that, communi- 
cate his Doubt to ſome learned) Miniſter, of whoſe In- 
tegrity he is in ſome Meaſure affured; and by.theſe means 
he may be fully ſatisfied, And thus he will ſhew him- 
{elf an humble Enquirer, and manifeftto the World, That 
his Proceedings are from a Principle of Honeſty, that he 
ſearches only for a right Information ; and on: theſe Ac- 
counts he has a Right to that encouraging Precognition of 
S. Cyril, in his Preface to his Comments on S. John's Go. 
ſpel: The Dot#rin of all the Evangeliſts, ſays he, is moſt 
excellent, and of Divine Extrattion : For as it overlooks all 
things," as it were from the top of a high Tower : It ſoam- 
ply accommodates it ſelf to all that follow it, that whoever 
thirſts after Divine Truth ( if with an honeſt Mind, he en- 
quires into the Senſe of the Scriptures) he may eaſily meet 
with whatever concerns him. But this gracious Satisfattion 
 #s not conferred on thoſe, who'make a raſh Search, and are 
rather led by Human Reaſons than the Authority of the Scri- 
ptures, (foraſmuch as the Holy Ghoſt aves not dweil with 4 
depraved Soul, nor does he throw his precious Jewels before 
Swine, ' to be trodden under foot) but pours out his Truth 
into the Flearts of all Religious Searchers after it, who not 
affett ing Cavils' and Diſputes, purſue the ready Road to the 
Kinedom, in ſincerity. | | \ | 

To conclude, That true Meat. and Driak which we have 
from the Word of Goa, lays S. Jerome, us the true K now- 
ledze of the Scriptures, And'all Men having the greateſt 
Encouragement imaginable-to readthofe Holy V/ritings, 
if they; read them to good /Purpoles, and not to wreſt 
them to their own Ends ; let us go to that Foun- 
tain of Divine Truth, from whence the meaneſt Reader 
\ may 
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may learn whatever. is neceſlary; for him.to: know,  'For, 
ſays the Royal Pſalmiſt, The /aw- of the Lorg 65 perfet?, 
converting the ſoul, the teſtimony of the Lord u ſure, making 
wiſe the ſimple. The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, rejoycin 
the Heart : The commandment of the Lord is pure, ealieh 
rening the eyes. The fear' of the Lord is clean, enduring for 
ever : The judgments of the: Lord are true and righteous al. 
together ; more to be deſired are they than gold, yea,than much 
fine gold, ſweeter alſo than honey, and the honey.comb. More- 
over by them are his Servants warned; and in keeping of them 
there ts great reward,Plal;19.7,8,9,10,11+ And our Bleſ 
{cd Saviour himſelf, bids us Search the Scriptures, Joh: 5. 
9. I ſhall conclude therefore-with that Pathetick Ex- 
hortation of S. Chryſoſtome ; That all Men would read the 
Scriptures, and that not curſorily, but with the greateſt Di- 
ligence ; that they would get them Bibles as Phyſick for their 
Souls : Andif they will not read the whole, let them turn to 
the New Teſtament, and read the Goſpels, Aits of the Apo- 
ftles. and Epiſtles, thaſe excellent Teachers : If any Mif- 
chance befall. us, come hither as to a Store-houſe full of 
wholeſome Remedies ; hence take Relief and Comfort in all 
Aflictions, whether loſs of Goods, 'or Friends, or Life it 
ſelf ; let them not only read once, but turn over theſe Wri- 
tings again and again, and faſten what they read to their 
Maas, that they may be ſure to remember it : For this is 
tbe Cauſe of all Evils, That Men are ignorant in the Scri- 


. ptures. If we go to War without Weapons, how can we be 


Gd. 6.16. 


Safe ? Men that are armed may overcome, at leaſt :in aCa- 
pacity to ſecure themſelves ; but thoſe who are unarmed muſt 
fall. Therefore do not lay all the Burthen upon the Mini- 

ſters Shoulders ; be Sheep, but not as Creatures void of Rea- 
fon, but as Men that know ſomething, &c. And as many 
as walk according to this 'Rule, Peace be on them, and 
Mercy, and upon the 1/rae/ of God. Amen. 
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A Letter to a Lady, &c. 
-x4 He Tenderneſs of the Female Sex renders it more 
| \ . obnoxious tothe Sophiſtry of the Times; and the 
defire of Information in Matters of Religion,may 
make them the more earneſt in reading the Picces ſent 
abroad in the preſent Controverſie. ' And I preſume I need 
not tel] you of rhe ſubtilty of fome Men, 'who to make 
their Proceedings the more etfeCtual, dire& their Inlinua- 
tions eſpecially to thoſe they think are leaſt able to with- 
ſtand them : Your own Experience, I ſuppoſe, may be 
Evidence ſufficient as to this Particular, 

- There are. a fort of Men in the World. who live by 
their Wits, and will negle& no opportunity to inſinuate 
ſtrange fancies into the Mindsof the weaker fort of People, 
to make them believe a thing is White, upon no other 
ground than becaule it is. not Black, though irc may be 
Crimſon in grain. Of this ſort are they (ſays the Apoltle, 
2 Tim.3.6.) who creep into houſes, and lead = filly woe 
men, &c, And he would have us know, That in the laſt 
days, by means of theſe Men, per:lous times ſhall come. 
The whole Prophecy is interpreted of the Jeſuites, by 
Men of Learning in the Church'of Roxze, 'as you may 
ſee at large ina little Book (calPd The Moral Practice of 
. the Teſuites) publiſh'd by the DaQtors of the Sorbor, 
And theſe Men have Impudence enough to intrude rhem- 
{&lvesinto Ladies Cloſets, and venturing; on their good 
nature, to. uſe their skill and Pprultnal endeavours to 
cajole them-into a decoy. They*®Il Reform the Church of 


Rome in a quarter of an hour, and wipe off all Imputa- 
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tions of Error, while one may ſay, What's this ? if you'll 
believe their Stories. They'll tell you that'the things 
which have ſo often been prov'd againſt that Church, 
are all Lies: That no ſuch Errors are embrac'd by her ; 
but thatthe Church of Exglaa, if their bold Aſſertions 
will do-the buſineſs, has only been guilty ; and if She 
had not given her Sons Learning enough to defend her 
Innocence, their Forgeries muſt haye paſt for current. 
But I hope, Madam, you know the Church of England 
better, than to give credit to every mouth that is open 
againft Her. And I know you havea diſcerning faculty, 
beyond many of your Sex, whereby to judge of Opinions, 
right and wrong. However, give me leave to preſent 
you with a ſmall parcel of Scripture Teſtimonies againſt 
{ome of the Principal Errors of the Romany Church :.I 
lay Scripture Teſtimonies, becauſe though there are many 
excellent Pieces publiſh'd by our Learned Divines,. yet 
they are too full of Learning for moſt Female capacities, 
and the Treatiſes large on every Subject ; when, asT 
think the Scriptures the Supreme Judge in Matters of 
Religion, ſo I ſuppoſe a ſhort Catalogue of Texts from 
thence, direQly oppoſite to. ſuch Tenets as we juſtly 
charge upon the Church of Rome, and by that means a 
Refutation of moſt of thoſe Tenets in one ſhort Eflay, 
will be more profitable, as I hope it will be more accep- 
table to an ordinary Underſtanding. So that upon 
this account, as you will hereby, with more. caſe, be 
furniſh'd with what you may be fee is true, being drawn 
from the Fountain of Truth, you will, I hope, . be the 
more eaſily induc'd to pardon my Undertaking, as: de- 
gning nothing but Honeſty. 
c 


I have choſen this way. of Writing to you, Madam, 


Firſt, becauſe I know you delight in converfing with the 
Holy Writings, and fo I ſhall be more conformable to 
your Inclinations. And Secondly,” thongh -I Rn 
a t\4d as et t e 


the Judgment: of the Fathers, of the Church, and Ge- 
neral Councils duly aſſembled, and not ſway*d by popu- 
lar Infolence ; yet, as I once objeCted to one by word of 
mouth, without receiving a fatisfaftory Anſwer, The 

Church of Rome ſays, That we have Falie Copies of the- 
Fathers ; and we anſwer, That hey have corrupted the 
True ; ſo that one of us muſt needs be in the wrong : 

And-how ſhall we'be ſatisfied in this, without compa- 

ring them'to the Teſtimonies of the Scriptures ? And as: 
for General: Councils, they have, of late, been purg'd, or 
rather perverted by the Over-ruling Power-of Popes and' 
their/Popular FaQtions, inſomuch, that when they began 
to aCt againſt»the' Intereſt-of the See of Rome, though 
never-ſo juſtly, they- were no longer allowed the liberty 
due to. General Councils: And then what- dependence 
can we have from them ? And Laftly, the Infallibility 

of the Church of Roe, can be no better a Decider-of 
Controverſies, than the other two, becauſe that muſt 

be prov'd, it poſſible, from the Seriptures. So thar, 

when all other Inſtruments have been tried, the Scrip- 

tures will prove the only Infallible Touch-ſtone.' From 

theſe and the like Conſiderations, this Piece was at firſt 

conceiv'd, 2nd is now produc'd for your Service, and 

for ſuch of your. Female Companions or Acquaintance 

as you ſhall think fir to communicate it to ; and Ihope 

it will. give SatisfaCtion. 

; | Be pleas'd therefore to conſider, 'that *tis the duty of 
every Chriſtian to read and be acquainted with the Holy - 
Seriptures. And though the Council of Trexe denied: 

the. reading of them to the Laity, . pretending that the 

Vulgation of them was the cauſe of ſo many Hereſies. 
abroad in the World ; yet,” by the leave of the Fathers . 
_afſembledin that Particular General Council, we cann't - 
conceive how a Country Plough- Jobber, ſhould,by read- 

ing:the Scriptures, be the Author of an Opinion, either - 
$5711 \ Orthodox . 
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"Qrthodox or Erroneous ; But, as might ealily:be prov'd. 
it.it wereto the-preſent purpoſe, the Original of all SeQs 
were Men, who to ſhew their Parts and Learning, 'took 
upon them to ſcrutinife and enquire into the Senſe of 
Holy Writ, and fo ſpread the prime InfeCtion. _ I will 
trouble:you with but an. Inſtance or two to this purpoſe, 
and ſo proceed. | TP 00 
Arias, that known Heretick; as well for his Learn- 
ing,as the many Proſelites he gain'd to his Party,meeting 
with that Text, Foh.17.3.T his ts life eternal,to know thee the 
only true God,and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent ; thought 
of a trick, by miſplacing a Point, to ſeclude Chriſt from 
being True God. In the Original ?tis, This is life eter- 
nal Swe rydoxan os $ wy nw 3reidr&cT es know thee only to be 
trae God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. ' But he 
puts the Comma after the Particle e/wy (only), and ſo 
corrupts the Senſe by miſplacing the Point; atrick which 
certainly none but a Scholar could 'have thought on: Thus | 
we find Gregory the Great openly aſſerting, That who- 
ever ſhould call himſelf Univerſal Biſhop, was Anti- 
chriſt; but the ſucceeding Biſhops of Rome diſputed the 
contrary, and arrogated to themſelves the Title. © 
I might likewiſe urge the Feuds of the Franciſcans and 
Dominicans,and other Orders of the Church of Rome, to 
prove that all Quarrellings and jangling Diſputes about 
Matters of Religion, have in all Apes been broacl'd. by 
Men of Learning.  But'to-come nearer home ; would 
it not be very abfurd, to.imagin that ſuch a ſilly fancy 
as 2uakeriſm could ever have been heard'of, .or ſo long 
upheld among us, if- ſome ſuch Man as Penn, who 1s 
thought no great ſtranger in a College of Fame, had 
- notat firſt inlinvated it into ſome poor ignorant People, 
who were notable toreſiſt his Logick;/ or it may be, were 
more taken up 1a their worldly Employments, than the 
Study of Holy Scriptures ? And indeed itis not probable, 
wala) bon | that 


a Y-Y 

- that one who is: better skill'd in the: management of a 
Plough, than a Logical Argument, ' ſhould be able to 
define in Matters of Faith and DoQtrio, It maybe ſooner 
prov'd that the principal Authors and Abetters of moſt - 
of.our Diviſions,came from Rome, than that they ſprung 
from ignorant People reading the Scriptures. Andif you 
pleaſe to peruſe theſe Papers, you'll find, that the Chuch 
of Rome in that Council, had other Ends in denying the 
Scriptures to the Common People, than the Suppreſfing 
of SeQtaries, as they pretended. I come therefore to 
the buſineſs. 

' I propos'd to your 'Conſideration, the Duty incum- 
bent on every Chriſtian to read and underſtand the Holy 
Scriptures. This I preſent to your Meditation in the 
firſt place,” as Preparatory to that which is to follow : 
It being my 1inteat, in this Undertaking, to have to'do 
with nothing but Scripture Quotations. And ſo T begin, 


Deut. 6. 6— Aznd theſe words which I command thee this 
day, ſpall be in thine heart. And thou ſhalt teach them dt- 
ligently unto thy children, and ſhalt talk of them when thou 
frteſt in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way,” and 
when thou lyeſt' down, and when thou riſeſt up. And thou 
ſhalt bind them for a ſign upon thine hand, and they ſhall be 
as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou ſhalt write them. 
upon the door poſts of thy houſe,and on'thy gates. The 
words were ſpoken to the whole Congregation of T/7ael, 
and need not be explain'd. | 

'Dext. 17. 18.—A4nd it ſball be when the king of Iſrael 
fitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he ſhall write- 
him a copy of this Law in a book, out of that which js before 
the Prieſts the Levites ; and it ſhall be with him,and he ſhall 
read therein all the days of his life, &c.—Where give me - 
teave to take Notice, That it being impoſſible to keep 
the Scriptures from the Eye of che 'more Ingenious Gen- 
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( 24 ) 
try,they have been furniſhed with a Vulgar'Latin Traq- 
ſlation of the Bible, which they call - { though fally e- 
nough ) St. Jerome's ; and leſt the Corruptions, where- 
with they had (prudeatly)loaded it, ſhould be diſcovered, 


Pope Sixt the V, in the:Year-1578, publiſheda-Greek 


Copy, purpoſely forg'd by Cardinal Carapha, to make 
Men believe, That the Latin was agreeable to the Ori- 
inal. | $07 
- Joſh. 1. 8.-—This Book of the law ſhall not depart out 
of thy mouth, but thou ſhalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayeſt obſerve to do all that 3s written therein —— 
This is the Plalmiſt's CharaRer of-a Good Man, P/al. i. 
2. His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night. This was the. Commen- 
dation of 4pollos, Acts 18.24. That he was not only an 
eloquent Man, but mighty in the Scriptures : And this was 
the Confidence of the Apoſtle. concerning the Romars, 
Rom. 15. After he had told them, verſe 4. That what. 
ever things were written aforetime, were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scri- 
ptures might have hope ;" Atthe 14. Verſe he concludes, 
And I my ſelf alfo am-perſwaded of you," my brethren," that 
ye alſo are full of goodneſs, filled with all knowledge, and 
able to admoniſh one another. 

Col. 3. 16.——Let the word of Chriſt. dwell in you richly 
in all wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one another in 
pſalms and hymns and ſpiritual, ſongs,&c,— And Ch.4.16. 
When this epiſtle is read amongſt you, cauſe that it be read 
alſo in the church of the Laodiceaus, and that ye likewiſe read 


_ the Epiftle from Laodices.. Parallel.to which is his Com- 


.mand :to-the Theſſalonians, 1 Epilt. 5. 27.1 charge you by 
the Lora,. that this epiſtle be read to all. the holy brethren.----- 
And- indeed it would-be ſome Comfort, if they 'of the 
Church of Rowe could but have the Goſpel read in the 
Congregation, purely .and without Adulteration, . in a 
| Tongue 
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ongye uodecfiood by the Common People. This would 
be much; miore to. Edification than a few 'Stories: out of 
the Golden Legend, . or the Hiſtory of S. George's killing 
the Dragon ; which I aſſure you,. Madam, 'is a part of 
the Service of his Day, and'in their, Prayer to'bim they 
ſolemnly commemorate this Att of his, as if 1t were as 
Trnscde Galea, Ba 
.. Laftly, -S. Peter, Tpeaking of the Voice from: Heaven, 
This is my beloved ſon, in whom I am well pleaſed ;* fays, 
e have alſo a more ſure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do. 
well that ye. take heed," as wnto al izht that ſhineth in a dark 
place, "until, the day \dawn, and the day-ſtar ariſe in your 
bearts.:. knowing this firſt, That no prophecy of the ſcripture 
is of any. private interpretation, 2 Pet. 1. 19, 20.. I 
giveyouboth, Verſes, becauſe I know. ſome Men would 
be apt co'objeCt the laſt to the firſt : But we may obſerve, 
That if S:Perer. daes condemn the Private Interpretation 
of Scriptures, he does not condemn the Private Reading 
of them, but ſays, That a/l men will do well, if they take 
goed erg to\them,, 45 10,4 wore ſure word than a voice from 
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* And thus, Madam, I think. ic ſufficiently appears, That 
it is the neceſſary Duty of every. Chriſtian to-Read, and 
be well acquainted with the Scriptures, they being the 
pillar and grown of truth, ang. the power of God unto ſal- 
.. Bur, }f afterall, it is abjefed,as Lſuppoſe. it will, That 
the $criptutes are.dark,, and hard-to; be. underſtood); be 
plealed to conlider with.me thele few Texts,: . _- _ - 

|. Deur. 30; L1.-——This tommandment which I commpa 
thee the dey, i mer hdr Frm he, net 6 fora 
# ir wt is began hes Shop Ipnich urs IN RHO 2 
IM po REAVER, OBI 3E AKC, TO4T BE PORE HE 
and do it # neither ts it beyond the ſea,that thou ſhouldeſt ſay, 
Who ſhall go over the ſea for us, and bring it unto us, that 
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we may hear it and do it ? But the word 3t verywigh unto 
thee,in thy month,and in thy heart,thut thog mayeiFdo jt—— 

Pſalm 119. 130.——The entrance of thy words giveth 
light * It giveth under ſtanding to the ſimple, 

Prov. 14. 6.—A. ſtorner ſeeketh wiſdom, and findeth tt 
not ; but knowledge is eafie ro him that wngerftandeth. —— 
take theſe to be ſufficient. indications of thePlainneſs and 
Intelligibleneſs of the Law. But we have God's own 
Word, if he may be believed, That the Goſpel ſhould 
be much 'more.cafie to be underſtood, ooo 

* Fer. 31, 33. —But this ſhall be the covenant that I nill 
make with the houſe of 1ſrael, after thoſe days, faith the 
Lord, Imill put my law into their inward parts, and write 
it in their hearts; and they ſhall teach no more every man 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying,” Kyow 
the Lord ; for they fhall all know me, frons the leaſt unto the 

reateſt of them, ſaith the Loxgd,— And that the Under- 
ftanding of the Scriptures is not reſerved for the more 
Learned of Mankind only, is plain from our Saviours 
own Words, Matrh. 11, 25, T thayk thee, O father, Lord, 
of heaven and earth, becauſe.thou haſt hid theſe things from 
the wiſe and prudent, and haft revealed them unto Babes : 
Even ſo, Father, for ſoit ſeemed good in thy fight, And 
when his Diſciples asked him, Why he ſpake to the Jews 
in parables, he anſwered and faid unto them, Becauſe it 
is given uuto you to kyow the myſteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but tothens it is not given, Matth. 13.11.” And 
we know that his Diſciples were, forthe moſt part Poor, 
Tgnorant,Unlearned;and among theJews came very often 
the Scribes, Phariſees and great, DoQors. All that I ſhall 
add, at preſent, to compleat this Subje&, is, That Ty- 
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-1-Jfas; Lot ooo 9x knoweth his owner, and the Aſs 4is 
mifters F107" but Tract doth not know,” © my" 5/4 doth not 
robfider = God" Almighty had Ban 6 Gracious "ro 
them,” as to give" them his law firſt, for them to read, 
and the Prophets afterwards to explain it, thar they 
might know and underſtand his Will therein ; but they 
would neitherread the one, 'nor give ear to the other, 
'And'this,- without 'doubt, was the cauſe of God's cry- 
ing out, How long ſhall I ſee the ſtandard, and hear t 
found of the trumpet ? for my people ts fooliſh, they have 
not-known me, they are ſottiſh children, and they have no 
nngerſtanding ;- they are wiſe to do evil, but todo good they 
have no knowledze, Jer. 4. 21. and Chap. 5. 21. Hear 
now "this, O fooliſh people, and without Underſtanding , 
which have eyes and ſee not, ears and hear not. Becauſe 
they would neither read the Law, nor give Ear'to the 
Prophets, therefore they were juſtly called Sortifh Chil- 
dren; a fooliſh people, aud without underſtanding ; there- 
fore they were wiſe to do evil, but not to do 200d. Fox it 
is moſt certain, The Devil will be ſure to make his beſt 
of Ignorance, and uſe his utmoſt endeavour to keep Men 
in it ; becauſe the more Light Men have, the more Work 
they can do, and the berter they are informed, the bet- 
ter they will at here, and fo he will beltke to loſe their 
Company hereafter. I think, then, that S. A»frz's 
folle, lege, will be good Advice to ali that are willing to 
live Vifttuous Lives ; 'and as Lnther* advice to Govern- 
ours, was to read the Books of the Kings, for their Tafor- 
mation"how to Rule well; fo, that all Men would read 
the Holy Scriptures in general, would be good Counſel, 
becauſe they afford the beft Inftrudtions for yving 
\ 2, Ignorance in the Scriptures is dangerons, ' becauſe 
it' is the greateſt Reaſon of Mens running into” all forts 
of Errors. TY Io ua 
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_  Whenthe Sadducees propoſed to. our Saviour the By- 
ſigeſs of the Woman. that had had ſeven Husbands, ask- 
iog.him, . whoſe wife;ſhe, ſbould be at the reſurrettion? Yall. 
ly ſuppoſing,, If thereever: would be. a' ReſurreQtion, 
there would alſo be. Marrying and giving 10-Marriage at 
the ReſurreQion: ; | Jeſus anſwered and'{aid 'unto them, 
Tedoerr, not knowing the Scriptures. And here, Madam, 
I_ might take notice. of the Subtlety of the Church of 
Rome, in denying the Scriptures to the Laity, becauſe 
maintaining ſo many Errors ſo direaly contrary to Scri- 
ptures, - that any diſcerning Eye mult. needs. diſcover 
them : Such are Purgatory, Pope's. Pardons, . Adorgti- 
on-of Images, praying to Saints and Angels; and the 
like. But our Lord ſaid of the Phariſees,” Marth. 15. 14. 
Let them alone ; they are blind leaders of the blind': ' And 
if the blind lead the blind both ſhall fall into the ditch. 1 
{hall ſay nothing therefore to theſe, at preſent, but 
proceed, . | , | 

3. To ſhew, That Ignorance in the Scriptures'is very 
Dangerous, becauſe as it is the cauſe of Sin and Error, 
ſo-by Sin and Error, it muſt conſequently be the cauſe 
of Deſtruction. | 

1/ay 5. 13,—T herefore my people are gone into captivity, 
becauſe they have no knowledge ; and their honourable Meu 
are famiſhed, and their multitude dryed up with thirſt. 
Therefore hell hath enlarged her ſelf, and opened her mouth 
without meaſure ; and their\glory, and their multitude, and 
their pomp, and he that rejoyceth ſhall deſcend into it. 

P/alm 95. 10.— Forty years long was I grievedwith this 
| dee and ſaid, It is a people that do err in their 

carts, and they have not known my ways: Unto whom, 

therefore, T ſware in my wrath, that they ſhould not enter 
into. my; reſt. et 5. 500 3 

Prov. 1. 24.—— Becauſe; T have called, and ye refuſed, 1 
have ſtretched out my hand and no man regarded ; but ye 
pg ave 


to keep Men 1n Ignorance, that they might be dam- 
ned.;. according to the; Apoſtle, 2 Cor: 4.'3. Tf aur: Go- 
pel:be hid, it is hid\to:them that are loſt; In whom the 
God of this world: has blinded the minds: of. them which be- 
lieve not, leſt the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who 
is the amaze of God, ſhould ſhine upow them. But we know 
that Chriſt will one; day be revealed: in flaming fire, to take 
vengeance -0u them: that know not 'God., | and) obey not the 
Gofiel of our Lord Feſus Chriſf”, 2 Thefſal. 1.: 8: If 
it. 1s: objected, That this Text ſpeaks of Heathen Per- 
ſecutors ; we may anſwer, That thoſe-Chriſtians, who 
are not acquainted with, and conſequently, not-obe-- 
dient. to. the\ Goſpel of , Chriſt, - are; -worſe:rhan, Hea- 
thens. TI beſeech you, Madam to confider, If :it -was 
through Ignorance! of. the Scriptures,' the Jews _ 


a” 


(20) | 
fied-the. Lord. of Glory ,.. as-the Apoltle ſays it was 
1 Cor. 2.-8;\ We thatate-Chriftiang;" hid beff cake heed, 
That.we'do'not through Tpnorance-cruvifie him-ypain, 
And\if\ir.was a Shame' forthe 'Corimbians not to know 
the Scriptures, . in the very dawning- and/twilight of 
_ «Chriſtianity , -. x, Cor. 15. 34 ,-+What.an abominable 
ſhane muſt t-needs: be, for us, after altnoſt ſevenreen 
hundred: Years, to know no more, or it may be, not fo 
much ?. | By 
_. To conclude this Point : The Apoſtle dedicates his 
Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, To All that in Ewery place 
call on the name of Jeſus Chriſt. our Lord, And What he 
ſhould do-ſo for, unleſs he: tatended it ſhould be read 
by All -I cart imagin. © If he intended it only-for the 
Fathers of that Church, he might in fewer words, and 
conſequently with leſs trouble, have ſaid, To the Elders 
of the Church at Corizch ; or elſe direQted it to\the Bi. 
ſhop-of that Church only.  'But he knew the Scripttires 
were able to make Men' wiſe #nto ſalvation, and there- 
fore would have all Men read them. And out bleſſed 
Saviour knew that the Jews thought they had Eternal 
Lifeinthe Scriptures, - therefore he bids *em Search them, 
Joh. 5.39. The.InjunQionisthe\ſameupon'Chriftians 
alſo. And then'certainly, if the Captain and Author 
of our Salyation bids us Search, we may, notwithſtand- 
ing the Inſinuations of ſome bold Men to the contrary. 
' By what Rule. elfe:ſhould we try-the" Spirits, whether 
_ they-be of God,as St. John adviſeth us; 1*Ep. 4: *; if not 
by the. Rule of God's Word ? Upon this account there- 
fore, among others, -we are bound to read, ſearch, and 
be well acquainted:with the Scriptures. I preſume then, 
after all that has been produc'd ito prove-this*fir{t Poſi- 
:tian, what the Evangeliſt ſays of the Revelations, Chap. 
I. '3..may on good grounds be attributed to the reſt of 
the Sacred Writings ; Bleſſed 3s he that readeth, 4nd = 
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ad now, Madam, having made good from Scripture 
monies, the Neceſſity of being acquainted with the 
eriptires 3 though Thave already gone beyond the or- 
dinary bounds of an Epiſtle, yetTcrave leave to treſpals 
lttle farther on your Patjence, in giving you a curſory 
view of ſome of the Principal Do&rins of the Church of 
Rome, and demonſtrating how contrary they are to the- 
Word*'of "Truth. - In order to which, I. ſhall with. all: 
poſſible brevity enquire, oO 


'T. Whether. any Man can- do more than he ought: 
| - le hears I OR Og 
"NI. Whether any Man by his own Works can merit- 
Heaven ? 


"WM. To whom it belongeth to Forgive Sins ? 


"TV. Whether the Scriptures warrant Worſhiping of 
Images, or Praying to Saints and Angels? © 


V. Whether there is any ſuch Place ag Purgatory ?' 


VI. Whether the Maſs is a Sacrifice for Quick. and: 
Dead ? 8 OY | 


TI. Whether the DoQrin of Tranſubſtantiation can: 


be maintain'd by Scripture ? 


© The flk Enquiry mt be,, whether any Maircan do. 
more than he ought to. do ? Where we are to.confider,, 


Thatthough a Man, 'as'a Chriſtian, is in. the-ftare of: 
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Grace, yet he-is not ia.the;ſtatetof: Inhocence, nor cat. 
be; til! he artives at the ſtate of Glory,: where all-Infir- 
mities will be done away. For as he is Fleſh and Blood, 
lable ro be tempted to evil,. and: apt,fo'commit it, 'he 
muſt expeCt.ro.mect with Affliions-and/ Crafles-from 
the World, withouty. and 4he Suggeſtionsand -Tempra- 
tions of the Devil, from. within:- And being; naturally 
more prone to-Evit than Good, 'I think it a hard thing, 
to ſay, That *tis jn his. power: to:do more, Good than is 
requir'd he ſhould doy and aharger to prove it; <...: 
: Under the Law,,;Men were not able takkeep the Law 
perfe&ly, nor to walk in the Commandments'of God as 
they ought.For Moſes himſelf, who took them from God's 
mouth;,and gave-them to the J/raelzres, err'd-in ſo,much, 
that he muſt not enter the promiſed Land: That Text, 
Joſh. 11.15. has been objetted by ſome Gentlemen of 
the. Church of Rome, but plainly ro:no purpoſe, For any 
one may ſee, that Foſbus's keeping the Commandments; 
was only his doing thoſe things he was commanded 
todo,in order to eftabliſh.the {/xaelzees,in the Inberitance 
of the Land of Cayaay, And we find the ſame Joſhnz 
in another. place allerting - the. impoſhbility. okſerying 
God, Joſh.24. 19: at leaft he did not believe Men could do 
more. = | 
It may be objedted, That.che: light of the Goſpel i 
much clearer than that of the Law, and the burthen ea- 
fier to;be born, :&c. > But: for-all that, -?tis certain the 
Goſpel requires as full and perfeCt Obed:nce as ever the 
Law did. Nay, it proceeds farther; for under the Law 
Men thought'it-no great Crime to murther their Neigh- 
bour in his good Name, ſo they. let his Body alone; They 
alſo thought it no Sin toLuſt after a Woman, provided 
they did not come to:Action.: ;\But under:the;Goſpeþour 
Savtour tells us the contrary. Te have heard, that it was 
ſaid. by them of old time, Thou ſhalt not kill ;, and woſeeerr 
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'S ſhall kill; ſbalk bein aanger. of: the TFudgment. But 1 ſay 
unto: nou,; That whoſoever is angry with his Brother without 
4 cauſe; ſhall\be in danger of the Judgment ; aud whoſs- 
ever. ſhall ſay.unto his Brother, Racha, ſhall be in danger 
of the Council:::+ but whoſoever ſhall ſay, Thou Fool, 
4 be,in danger of Hell Fire. Again, 1e have heard 
that it was ſaid by them of old time, Thou ſhalt not 
commit - Adultery. But I ſay unta you, That whoſoever 
looketh on a Woman, to luif after her , hath committed 
Adultery with her already in his heart, Maith. 5. 21, 22, 
27, 28, So that we-may ſee, though. the Law was 
ſuch a yoke as, neither me nor our Fore-fathers were able 
to bear, AR. 15, 10, yet the Yoke of the Goſpel is 
not ſo light as.to be run away with. As eaſie as it 
is, *tis very irkſora to Fleſh and Blood ; yet *ctis what 
we muſt bear ſo long as we live, and then it is God's 
mere Mercy, if the heavier yoke of Everlaſting Miſery 
is. not laid -on us inſtead of 1t. | 

If Man; has Free-will to do good as well as evil, 
yet, I know. that in me (that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth 
no good thing :| for to will ts preſent. with me, but how 
to perfarm that ' wbich 4s. good, '1 find not. For the good 
that I, would, T do not ; but: the evil which. I would yot, 
that I do; 'Now if I do. that-I- would not, it is no more 
I that doit, but ſin that -dwelleth in me. . (And on the 
contrary, if 1 ao-t#hat good I would, it is no more 1 that 
do-it, but the grace of God that is in me, 11 Cor.-:15:18.) 
 Tifind then a Law, that when TI. mould. do good, evil-ts 
preſent with me., For I delight in'the' Law of God, after 
the inward man. . But I ſee another\ law-i my members, 
warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me-tnto 
captinity to. the-Jaw of ſin, 'which\tis. in my members; lays. 
the. Apolile,, Rami. ls... And.be ati la{t. concludes; 
Sa. then. with, the . nnd. 1. my; ſelf \ſerve-the Law. of. God ; 
but. with. the. fleſp. the law-of. fe, To which we may add 
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what the ſame Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. 2. 14. But the natural 
»an (that is, - fleſh ahd blood) receiveth nor the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſpneſs unto him;neither 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
And then certainly our Free-will can do us little good, 
towards making us do more than we ſhould , when 
by reaſon of the {tubborneſs of our Fleſh, we can't do 
what we would, But the Apoſtle tells us, T hat we are 
not able to do any thing of our ſelves, but "tis God that. 
worketh in us both zo will and ao after his good plea- 
ſure, Phil. 2. 13. And our Saviour himſelf ſays, 
That no man can come unto him, unleſs the Father 
draw him, Joh. 6..44. Therefore I think it ſtrange 
that a Man ſhould be able to do more than he can : 
*Tis a Contradiftion. Certainly he that made us, can 
tell beſt what we can do : And he ſays, That the heart 
of man is only evil continually, Gen. 6. 5. & 8. 21, 
If then we are naturally more '/prone to do evil than 
go00d, how is it poſſible for us to be better than we 
{hould be ? And if under the Goſpel we muſt obſerve 
every PunQtilio fo ſtrictly, as not to. be angry with 
our Neighbour, not to look: on a' Woman to luſt after 
her, &c. how are we able to do all that's. required of 
us ? The Apoſtle St. Fames poes a- ſtep farther ; If ye 
fulfil the Royal Law, according to the Scripture, Thou 
ſhalt Iove thy neighbour as thy ſelf, ye do well : But if 
ye have reſpett to perſons, ye commit - ſin, and are con- 
wvinced of the Law as Tranfgreſſors, ' Jam. 2. 9. To 
have reſpeCt to Perſons in civil Converfation , one 
would think a ſmall matter, to make one guilty of the 
breach of the Law ; but ſo it is. And our Saviour 
oes farther yer, Matth.'5. 43." Te have heard that it 
ath been ſaid, Thou: ſhalt love thy Neighbour, and hate 
thine Enemy: But I ſay unto you, "Love your ' Enemies, 
bleſs them that curſe you, 'do good to'them that hate you, 
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ani pray” for them which" deſpightfully uſe you. and per- 
ſerate you. ' This is a hard leflon, and not agreeable 
to Fleſh and Blood; yer *tis made the condicion of 
becoming the Children of our Father which is 1n Hea» 
ven. 62 
” From what has 'been ſaid, we may gather, That 
ifany Man can do what he' is required to do, he cannot 
do more. And' if, as we are told, Jam. 3. 2. In man 
things we offend all, And if a. juſt man falleth ſeven 
times a day, Prov. 24. 16. Who can boaſt of bein 
righteous over much ? ww þ where 15 there a Man 4 
good, as that he may number his offences ? Holy David 
could not, though 4 man after God's own' heart. We 
read'.of but one man, throughout the whole Book of 
God, who was without ſin, and that was the man 
Chriſt Jeſus ; yet it was never ſaid of him, that he 
did more than fulfil the Will of his Father. And for 
us, born in fin, and conceived in corruption, to ſay 
we can do more!— T cannot expreſs the Folly and 
Nonſenſe of it. By fo doing, we ſhould make God 
our Debtor, who is Debtor to no Man, Tf they of 
the Church of Rowe cah brag of 'any works of Super-: 
erogation , they are ſuch as theſe ; The hallowing 
Daggers for the cutting -off Princes that are not for 
their turn,; The ſacrificing all rhey pleaſe to. call 
Hereticks': The denying the Scriptures 1n a rongue un- 
derſtood by the Vulgar : And" feveral others which 
might be named, concerning which they may indeed 
be ask'd, Who hath required [theſe things -at your 
hands ? But we of the Church of Ezglazd know of 
nothing to be done, more. than. what 1s our duty to 
do. *'We 'know the Preachers* DoAria.was,, Wharſc- 
ever 'thy hand finteth for thee to dv, ao it with thy might, 
Ecdl9. 16.. And our Lord and Maſter's Advice 1s, 
when 'we have gone all we can, ” acknowledge our _ 
rd 2 at 
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but unprofitable” \Serwants; "having done: only: what wa 
our duty to do, Luk. 17. 10: For no Man lives and fins 
not. If therefore we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive 
our ſelves, and the mb is not 4n us, 1 Joh.1. 8. Nay, 
we make God a Liar, who hath ſaid, there is not one 
that doth good, Pial 14. 1,'3. 1na word, if there is a 
Devil to tempt, -we are ſtill in danger of finning. And 
if every thought” will be brought in'to Judgment, 
who can call himſelf Inncent * "Tis my opinion, that 
inſtead of thinking we can do more; than our Duty ; 
Every - Man. ſhould-rather repent /of the -fins,. as well 
of Omiſſion,; as. Commiſſion.he is daily; guilty of; and 
with the Pſalmiſt cry out, Who cax anderftand his Er- 
rors ? cleanſe thow me_ from ſecret faults, Plal. 19. 12, 
' For our Saviour's "cenſure on the: moſt righteous , is, 
Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Luk.1 3.3, 5. 
Toconclude'thistirit Quzere;; if it were poſlible for any 
Man to over-do- his - Duty, - I would ask any. reaſon- 
able Man, Whether, when he has done more than he 
ought to have done ; he would not commit-a great 
fin in thinking ſo, and a greater /in ſaying. ſo ? If the 
Affirmative .holds- good, ' then the poor. Man has ill 
ſome part of his Duty to perform, vs. to repent of 
that ſin ; and ſo i» nfinitum. 


IL. The ſecond Enquiry propoſed, : was, Whether a 
Man by his own Works can merit Heaven ? | 


Here; Madam, be pleaſed to conſider with me theſe 
Fw following Texts. rex'7 


Demt. 9. 4.— Speak not thou in thine heart, ax that 
the Lord thy God hath caſt them out from before thee, ſay- 
ing, For my righteouſneſs the Lord hath brought me -in to 
Poſſeſs this Land; but for the wickedneſs of | theſe n4- 


tons, 


> £9 
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#ions, 8:6;— The Land of Canaan, of which this Text 
ſpeaks, is generally looked on as a Type of Heaven : And 
then this 1s plain-enough. | 

- iFob 9. j 0,——If I weſh' my ſelf with ſnow-water, and 
mukemy\ hands never ſo cle; yet thou ſhalt plunge me 
 #n'the ditch, and my own cloaths ſhall abhor me, &c. And 
Chap. x5. 14.—What is man, that he ſhould be clean? 
and he which is born of a woman, that he ſhould be righte- 
ous? Verſe 16. How much more abominable and filthy is 
man, 'which_ drinketh iniquity like water *— All ſpoken by 
'one,, whoſe Fellow was not to be found upon the Face of 
the Earth' for YVertue ; and therefore if any could boaſt, 
he might. 

Pſal. 130. 3.-—1f thou, Lord, | ſhouldſt mark iniqui- 
ties, 'O Lord, who ſhould fland? But there is forgiveneſs 
with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared. And P/al. 143. 
2,——Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, for in 
thy fight ſhall no man living be juſtified. - | 
Tſe. 53. 6;—— All we like ſheep have gone aſtray ;_ w 
have turned every one to his own'way, \and. the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquities of us all — And Chap. 64.6.— 
But we are all as unclean things; and all our righteouſnef- 
ſes are as filthy rags, and we do all fade as a leaf, and our 
iniquity like the wind hath taken us away. =) 

Rom. 3.10.——As 1t is written, There ts none righteous, 
0 not one; there is none that underftandeth, there is. none 
that ſeeketh after God ; they are-all gone: out of the way, 
they are altogether become unprofitable, there is none that 
doth good, no not one. T hezr throat is an open ſepulchre, 
with their tongues they have uſed deceit, :'the poiſon of aſps 
is under their lips, whoſe mouth is full of curſing and bit- 
zermeſs, their fled are ſwift to ſbed blood,  deftruttion and 
miſery are in their ways, and the way of peace have they 
not knows ; there is no fear of God before their eyes. —All 
:this is ſpoken of all Mankind in general, both Jews _ 

| Gentiles ; 
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*Geatiles ; and if it be.true;} what can any Man-find in 


himſelf to challenge:Heaven as his-due?:-- - 

Rom. 6, 23,——Eternal Life-is:called, The gift of 
God, through Jeſins Chriſt our Lord, ——=-Now: if: Eternal 
Life be a Gift; 1 would. fag know how'a Gift-can be 
Mertited ? And-if it befor the ſake-of ;Jeſus/Chrift :our 
Lord; I would know whether the ſame -Gift:can-be ſaid 
to be Merited by him for .us, and by.us: for our. ſelves 
too ? if this is affirmed, then ſomething to this purpoſe 
mult follow, That the Paſſion and Death of Chriſtare Sig- 
nificant, and partly :;not, becauſe-a-Man, as:a Chriſtian 
at leaſt, may Merit, and conſequently-enjoy/ Heaven, 


by his own Works, without the 247g of -Chriſts 


Merits ; which would-be very Abſurd,- to ſay-no. worſe 


-of it : But if it be denyed,  then:the: Conſequence will 


be this, [That let a Man-merit what he will,. he-muſt- be 
beholding to the Merits of Chriſt for his Admiſſion-into 
Heaven, at laſt. ay > _ od 

' 2 Cor..4. 4.——Por T know nothing-by my ſelf, yet am 
T not hereby juſtified ; but.he that judgeth me is the * Il 


Let us then {ſuppoſe -a Man to-be 1n the Apoſtles -Caſe, 


inmy Opinionſuch a Man could have but httle Gomfort 


from his own. Merits, if he being fo -perfe& as not to 


know any evil by. himſelf, ſhould not for- all-that:be cer- 
tain of his Juſtification. 1 I-would ask-one of theſe. Meri- 
torious Gentlemen, 'tnithe Words:of the Apoſtle, :at the 
ſeventh Verſe of the ſame Chapter 5 Who:maketh: thee 
zo differ from another ? and what haſt thou that thou diulff 
n0t receive? now if thou didſt-receive it, why doſs \thou 


glory -as if thox hadſt-not received it ? 


Eph. 2:8.,———Þor by grace ye are ſaved, through Faith; 
and that "not of your ſebves," it is the gift of 'God ; mot of 


works, :leſt any man ſhould boaſt. - 


2. Tim 
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*. 2 Tim..1. 9.---Who hath ſaved us, and called us with a 
holy calling, not. according to our works, but according to 
his: own nepeſ and grace; which was given as in Chriſt 
Jeſus before the world began. | 
Tits 3. 5------Not by works of ri2hteouſneſs, which we have 
done, but according. to his mercy he ſaved us, &c. And 
many- more. you will meet with in reading ; but by 
theſe few.you may judge how available our works, - even 
the very beſt-we can do, are to ſalvation. 

Before I leave this Point, Tpreſume it will pot be im- 
pertinent, if I add ſomething, in this Place, touching 
Juſtification by Faith : In which, for brevity fake, I 
' ſhall do little more than ſet down the moft pertinent 
Texts of Scripture, and leave the reſt to your Ingenui- 
ty. And in the firſt place, | 

Ger. 15. 6.-— Abraham believed in the Lord, and he 
counted it to him for righteouſneſs. | 

Habak. 2. 4. Behold, his foul which is lifted up, is 
not upright in him ; but the juſt ſhall live by his Faith. 

Joh. 1. 12.—But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the ſons of God, even to them that 
believe. on his name. And Chap. 3.16. For God ſo low- 
&d the world, that he gave his only begotien ſon, that 
whoſoever believeth on him ſhould not periſh , but have 
everlaſting life. 

When our Saviour went to raiſe the Ruler of the Sy- 
nagogue's Daughter, he bid him, o»ly believe, Mark, 
5:36. 


Ads 10. 23.——To him give all the Prophets witneſs. 
That through his name, whoſoever believeth in him, ſhall” 
receive remiſſion of fins. And Chap. 16. 31.' When the. 
Keeper of the Priſon, wherein Pau! and Silas: were, 
asked-them, What he ſbould do to-be ſaved, their An- 
fwer was, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thaw. 
ſhalt be ſaved, and thy houſe... | 


Rom. 


- $ 2 ET. F< S003 8 Oe ap HCH 3 ns bY GR VL, Ea rs ee bS OR eo he "WY £ 
T G2Y EI SEE Fs Po COON RT... Aa CEE ID. Jes REPAID ey EI ERS MOTELS, £45 En ISL EE” g & 
4 : : X RA SEES —=4 Las os ESISSt SORES i #£5-ir7h, \ 
; / SMES $4.4 (8 "= 
f y - ” 
F "1 


+ Rom. 3. 23.—For we have. all ſinned, and come ſhort of 
the glory of God, ' being juſtified freely by 'his' grace , 
through the redemption” that ts. in Teſs Chriſt ; whom God 
| hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins 
that are paſt, hitey the forbearance of God : ' To declare, 
T ſay, at this time his righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, 
and the juſtifier of ' him which believeth' in Jeſus. Where 
zs boaſting then? it is excluded. By what law ? of works ? 
Nay, bat by the law'of Faith ; © therefore we conclude, that 
4 man is juſtified by faith, without the deeds of the law — 
If you confider this Quotation throughly, you will find 
it as compleat to the purpoſe, as can bedeſired;” How- 
ever, T'll preſent you-with a few more. 
Rom. 4. 1,—What ſhall "17 then, that Abraham our 
father, as pertaining to the fleſh, hath found? no, "for if 


Abraham were juſtified by works, he hath whereof to glory, 
but "not before God ; for what ſay the Scriptures? Abra- 


ham believed God, and it was counted to him fot righteonſ- 
neſs : And to him that worketh not,” but believeth on hin 
that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righte- 
ouſneſs. Where, by the way, the Word (zngodly) 
1n this Text, muſt not be taken to mean Impenitent $1n- 
ners, © for they, :as ſuch, can have no Right to Juſtih. 
cation ; but as no man is Upright in the” Sight of ' God, 
_ heis ſaid, inthe Beſt of Men, ro juſtifie #ngodly, * freely 
by his grace, in the foregoing Chapter, - Verſe 23, 24. 
So that this makes doubly for my Purpoſe, ſhewing, 
firſt, That Juſtification comes* by Faith; and alſo , 
That thoſe that are - Juſtified, . being Sinners before 
God , | cannot with Reaſon boaſt of * the Merit: of 
"Rom. $..1:T herefore being juſtified by faith;' we have 
peate with God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Arid Chap. 
10.8. The word is nigh thee, in'thy month and in\thy 
We ' heart; 
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Feart; Hat ir the word of faith which we-'preach, "That if 
thou ſhalt confeſs with thy month the Lord Jeſus; and 
ſhale believe 1» thy heart, that God hath raiſed him'from 
the dead, thou fpult be ſaved, SM 

"Gab. 2; 16. 21.——Kyowving that a man is not juſtified by 
the works of the law,but by Fo hu of Feſus Chriſt, even'we 
have belitued in Jeſus Chriſt hat we mig br be juſtified by the 
faith of Chrift,and not 4 eworks of the law,for by the works. 
of the law ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. do not fruſtratethe grace 
of God ;; for if rietoufeeſi come by the law, then Chriſt is 
Jeet in vein. | And\ Chap. 3. 11,—And the Scripture 
foreſteing that God would Juſtifie the Heathen through 
Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto #b7«ham, fay- 
ing, 1s thee ſhall all nations be bleſſed. But that no man 
is juſtified by the law in the fight of God, it # evident, 
for 'the juſt ſhall live by faith : For in Jeſus Chriſt nei- 
ther tifcamciſion not uniireunrciſion avazleth any thing, but 
faith which workerh by love ——LFer that Text. Eph.'2. 8. 
above cited, ſum vp all ; For by grace ye are ſaved, 
through faith; and that not of your ſeluts, it is the pift 
of 'God, not of works left) any man ſhould boaft. Neither 
have I been at all this Pains,” from'a-ſolifidian Principle, 
to endeavour to ſeclude Good Works from being! the 
Fruits of a lively Fairh : For ſo1 ſhould fruſtrate the 
Grace of God. And 1 preſume, ' Madam, you know 
my Opinion better" than .to_ think fo ;, my Intent” was 
only to ſhew, How'Erronious it" ir to ſuppoſe Merit 
from Works, eſpecially. according tothe DoEtrin-of 
the Chorch of Rowe, That Mefi may Merit for them+ 
ſelves' and' others. To conclude' this Point; pive me 
leave to "preſent to" your Meditation the Heinouf: 
nels. of Grigigt "Sig only," "nt T- leave'yon 
©" Jutpe', if; "for alt" that } 424 "the- maty STIR 
Sins we daily' commit; * 'God' will be ain} FP £29 Us; 
and, receive us unto his Gy \how' little my 
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-have'to boaſt; of that. /Norhime we have. done'to Merit 
his. Favour. + EE LINE F 1 + \ AYSDOI ERGY ne 

Gen. 6. 5,——Avud God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination. of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually, and it re-. 
penzed the Lord that he had made man on'\the earth, and it 
grieved him at his heart: \ And\ the Lord ſaid, T will de- 
ftroy majs,\ . whom 1 have' created , from the. face of the 
earth, both man and beaſt, and the creeping thing, and 
the fowls of. the air'; for it repenteth me that I have made 
them.——;I think no man can deny Original Sin 'to- be 
the Cauſe of all this ; 'and'then, how Heinous a thing ' 
that . is, | which is the, Canſe of ſo, much Diſpleaſure in 
God, 1I ſubmit to any pexſon to. Judge. | You will read 
to the ſame Purpoſe, Verſe 11, 12,13.. .. | 
 ,J0b, 14..4.-—Who -can brine, s clean thing vut. of an 
unclean? . not one, For, Pſal.'51..5. Behold Twas ſb 
pen. in iniquity, - and in ſin did.:my. mother conceive me. 
Prov. 20. 9, Who then can ſay, I have made my heart 
clean, I am pure from my ſin? Eccl. 7.29. For lo, this 
only have IT found, That God made man upright at firit, 
but ſince they have fallenaway from that Upright State, 
they have ſought out many. Inventions. 

Fer. 17. 9.—The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
deſperately wicked, who can know it ? For, Matth. 15.19, 
Ont of the heart proceed evil thoughts, . murthers,  adulte- 
ries, fornications, thefts, falſe-witmeſs, blaſphemies, and 
ll things that defile a man. And the Reaſon of all this 
is, Becaule, h. 3. 6. That which is born of the fleſh, 
5s fleſp.. Man, as he is Fleſh and Blood, is naturally 
fleſhly minded... . Rons.. 7. 14. For we, know that the lay 
# ſpiritual, but I am. carnal, ſold under ſin ; for that 
which 1 4, FT allow not, for what I would, that do T not, 
but what T hate,. that T do, Ando, Eph. 2. 3. All are 


-r 


by narure-the children of wrath. 
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4#9,—— Our firſt Parents lufted' after the. forbid- 


death. —— Oui f 
dea Fruit, and. that. brought forth the fin of breakin 


not be remembred ; ſo, he thar returns from. the Ser- 
vice.of God, his righteouſneſs ſhall be blotted out and. 
forgotten,. and all his former iniquities ſhall reſtifie 
againſt- him. To conclude ; from” what has been: pro- 
duc'd,: this at preſent occurs to our Obſervation ; That 
though there 15 no ſuch thing in truth, as a Solifidian' 
Juſtice,: but every Man that will be. ſaved, mit be en- 
dued with a Faith that works by Love} yet after all' 
we can do, we muſt expeCt Salvation by Farh in Chrilt's 
Blood, and not from our own. worthineſs.” 
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: UL, The Third Enquiry prop68, was, To whom 
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Pſal..3. 8.—— Saluation belongeth to the Lord. — 
49. 7 .—None of then can by any mean; redeem his brother, 
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nor give t0'God a.ranſom for hins. . For the' redemption 


of their ſoul is precious —— And 37. 39. The ſalos- 
tion of the righteaus is of the Lord, Therefore, 170. 7. Let 
Iſrael hope in the Lord —— It was the Pfalmiſts opi. 


nion, That it belonged to God to Forge Sins, and 
therefore ,. P/al. 51. 14. he thus addreifes himfelf to 
him ; Deliver we from blood-guiltineſs,' O God, thou God 
of my ſalvation, And thus God affirms of Himſelf, 
1{ai. 43. 11. I, even I am the Lord; ani beſide me there 
is no Saviour. ' I, even I am he that blotteth out thy 
tranſzreffions for my own fake, and will not remember thy 
ſins. where we may take notice, That it belongs to 
God to Forgive Sins; and alſo, That'he Forgives them 
for his own ſake, which takes off all Merit by Works. 
Dan. 9.9.-— To the Lord our God belong mercies-and 
foretveneſſes. It was the-conſtant Opinion of the 
Jews : -For- when our [Saviour faid to the Sick of the 
Pallie, Mar, thy fins are forgiven thee ; the Jews, not 
believing him to be God as well as Man, accus'd him 
- of Blaſphemy, ſaying, Who can forgive fins but God 
only ? Luk, 5.21. - So our Lord himfelf, though Joh» 
Baptiſt calld him the Lamb of God which takes away the 
ſins of the wor ld, Joh. 1. 29. direQs us to ask God to 
forgive our ſins, Mat. 6. 12, For at Perf. 14.*Tis our 
heavenly Father that muſt forgive us. And thus the Apoſtle 
tells the Coloſſians, That they being dead in their ſins, and 
the untircumcifion of” their  fleſp', God had  quickened 
them, and forgiven them all rreſpaſſes, Col. 2.13. From 
all which it appears plainly enough, That Forgivenels 
of Sin, belongs only to God. | 

--. The conſequenceoof this, is, That if it.belongs to God 
only to Forgive Sitis, then Confeffion of Sins 1s due to 
"Diff alone. hti di tty {ap eee es Ft, 29s 
A Member of the Church of Rome, is in danger of 
paſſing immediately into Hell, if he dies without _—_ 

confeſs 
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confel#d his Sins to a Prieſt : So abſGlately neceſſary do 


they. teach Auricular Confeffion to be'in| order to Salva- 
tion. But, if we may examin it'a little; I am apt to 
think; it will appear much like the reſt. 

-.Þſab. fu 5.—1 acknowledged my fins unto thee, and my 
iaiqurry have I not hid: T ſaid T will confeſs my tranſereſ. 
flops unto the Lord, and thou' forgaveſt the iniquity of my 

——— The Plalmiſt was abſolv*d without Auricular 
Confeffion, -only by acknowledging his Sins to God. - * 

. I Kgng., $. 47.—Tet if they ſball bethink themſelves in 
the Land whether they were carried Captives, and repent and 
make: ſupplication'to thee in the Land of them that carried 
them Captives, ſaying, We have ſinned, and have done per- 
werſely, we have committed wickedneſs, 8c—— Here: is 
no- Confeſſion to a Prieft mentioned. | 

Ezra 9. 5, — Aud at the evening ſacrifice, T roſe up from 
my heavineſs, and having rent my garment and my mantle; 
T fell-apon my knees, and ſpread out my hands unto the Lord 
7y God, and ſaid, O my God, T am aſhamed, and bluſh to 
lift up my face to thee, my God, &C. 

Pſal. 41. 4; —Tfaid, Lord be merciful unto me, . and 
heal my ſoul, for Thave ſinned againſt thee. 'Hence Con- 
feffion of Sin 1s due to him againft whom wwe have fin- 
ned. , And then ?tis due Relatively' ro our Neighbour, . 
if we have done him any injury : But Properly to God, 
according to the Pſalmift, P/al. 51. 4. Againſs thee only 
have Tfenned, &c. when he had committed Adultery with. 
Barhſbeba, and cauſed her Hitsband'to' be ſlain. 

Dan. 9. 15.— And now, O Lord our God, that. haſt 
brought thy people forth out of the Land of Egypt with a- 
mighty hand, and haſt gotten the renown, as at this day ; we 
heve ſinned, we have done witkedly, Therefore, Jer./14. 20.. 
We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedneſs, - and the iniquity 


In a word; I ſhould never have done, it [ſhould quote. 
\ | all; 
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all the Texts to.prove. Confeſſion of Sins only due to: 
God. * And therefore; becauſe you will meet with them: 
 1n reading, I ſhall at-preſent- only'refer you. tothe Sixth; 
i Chapter of St, Matthew's Golpel, to what 'our Saviour, 
ſays there of Prayer and Faſting: For Repentance and 
Confeſſion: being. inherent parts of Prayer and Faſting, 
L.think. they..may\be. included. in--the {ſame Advice ; 
which I need. not- have 'inſerted;' by reaſon” of yourre-. 
quent uſing the Lords Prayer, 1n which *cis evident; 

After all; - there-15 not one. Text, -as I know of, [that 
by any..good:Conſequente, makes Confeſſion'to a Prieſt. 
fo abſglutely. Neceſlary, ias'\the. DoQtrin of. the: Church. 
of Rome. does : If any..wilkdo it, and- do. it-ſincerely,. 
we. .do not-deny. it tobe Good:'..But after ?cis done, 
without a Private Confeſſion to God, -it muſt needs. be, 
Imperfect ;, for it is God that knows our Hearts better 
than.we do our ſelves, .and:we are guilty-of many. Sins 
we. know. not of, - as-the Pſalmilt "ofeiſes : - Wherefore. 
we {hould cry out with him, P/a/. 19.12; Who canun- 
derſtand his errors? cleanſe thon me from ſecret faults. 
The conſequence of all is, 'That all Men ought to Con- 
' feſs their Sins to-God; againſt whom only'they . have 
ſinned, -as to one'that has'the ſole Power ' to forgive 
them. - Not that I deſire, inthe leaſt, to diminiſh the 
Power of the Keys given to the Church ; for. I own, 
That our Bleſſed Lord gave Power and Authority to 
his Miniſters, . to declare and pronounce to his. People, 
being Peanitent, .. the Abſolution and Remiſſion. of their 
Sins, it his Name : But; to confine that Power to the 
Church of Rowe only; and+ to ſay,. All that | Die out 
of her, Communion. are-certainly Damn'd. for want of 
it,.. a0d.to: make the/ Biſhop' of- Rowe joynt-Competitar 
with Chriſt in.the Buſinels, 4s againſt the. Grain,,, and 
will. not digeſt in my Stomach, whateyer it may. do'in 
other. Mens. - Ti 

| I ſhould 
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-© I ſhould waſt too much Time and Paper, If 1 ſhould 
examine the Groſs Nonſenſical Conſequences of Believ. 
ing the Biſhop of Rome able to Forgive Sins, which have 
from thence been impoſed upon the greater part of the 

- .Chutrch; of Rome, : the Ignorant ſort of People. That 

the Pope canat once Forgive a Man all. the Sins he ever 
has:committed, or ever ſhall be guilty of ;-rhat he can 
thruſt a Man.1into Heaven, for as long a Time as he plea- 
ſes, where he ſhall lie undiſcovered by the all-ſeeing 
Eye. of God, and at the end of that Term be kicked in- 
to Hell ; that he can forgive the Sins of all that are in 
the'Communion of the Roman Church, of all Chriſtians, 
nay, if he pleaſes, of the whole World at once. Ir has 
been acknowledged by many of their own JVriters. on 
this SyubjeQ, who have been guilty of the: leaſt Extra- 
vagance, That the Pope has Power, if he will, at one 

Maſs, to free all the Souls out of Purgatory. If this were 

. ;true, King Fames the Firſt's Inference on the Poſition, 
was, with Abnegation of the Popes Charity, and Ad- 
Mmiration of his ugparallel'd Cruelty, That, being /granted 
to have a Power ſo to.do, he does not apply his Will to 
it.' But I know, : Madam, you! are no:Friend to:fuch 

' Fancies ; therefore I ſhall hy nr further: than to - 

'your own Ingenuity, to judge-irom what has been pro- 
.duced; Who has'the Supreme and:only 'Power totor- 
give. Sins, to. whom Confeſſion properly is: due, and 
in: whoſe Name only Abſolution ought to be -Pronoun- 
ced. |. And ſo proceed. | | 


. TV. The Fourth Enquiry propoſed; : was,: "Whether 
the Scriptures, warrant. the Weorſhiping.of Images; 'or- 

Praying to Saints and Angels? oo non on” 
The Second Commandment is fo.much ta-our Purpole, 
that they of the Church of Rome have prudently left it 
-out of the Decalogue, and to make up the number, they 
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-eut the Tenth into two. Parts ; fo the Church of Rome's 
| Decalogue ts this, EST Trn EGT..CAA F111, 
I. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me. 08 0305 
1I. Thow ſhalt not take the name of ' the Lord thy God ip 

Vain, &Cc. | | | pes * jw WY 
Il. Remember that thou keepeſt holy the Sabbath-day, &c. 
IV. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, 8&c. . + --- 
V. Thou ſbalt do/\no Murther. v 
VI. Thow ſbalt not commit Adultery. 
VII. Thou ſhalt not Steal; | | gent 
VIE. _ ſalt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy. Neigh- 

bonr. F | "py" 

IX. Thou ſpalt not covet thy Neighbours Wife. 
X; Thou ſbalt noticoves thy Neighlusts Flouſe, &c. 


So that'the generality of the People of the Church of 
Rowe know of no fuch thing in Being, as. the-tedious 
Harangue againft Images, by us called the Second Com- 
mandment. * However, there are: Texts enough beſides, 
both in the Old and New Teſtaments, clearly apainſt 
ay - of which T will only hrs Bog ions 

Judges 13. 15—— Apa Manoah faia unto the Angel of 
the ron ; ws thee, let us detain thee, until o ſhall 
have made ready a kid for thee. - And "the angel of the 
Lord faid unto Manoah,' Though thoa:detain me, T will not 
eat of thy bread; and if thou wilt offer a Burnt-offering, 
thou muſt offer it unto the Lord, And Manoah ſaid unto 
the angel of the Lord, What is thy name, that when thy 
ſayings tome to paſs, we may do thee honoar ? - And the angel 
.of the Lord ſaid anto him, WW hy acheſt' thou after [my name, 
fſeeingſet is ſecret?——The Angel would not tel-his'Name, 


becaufe Menoah ſhould honour Godonly. ---* >: | 
PE Wes 7 | 10201599. Jus Pſalm 
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"Phl 1.9. 2.—— Give anto the Lord the glory -dac unto his 
Name; worſhip the Lord in the beauty of holineſs. For 1/ai, 41s. 
fam the Lord, that is my name," and my lory will I nat give to 
another ;; neither 'my praiſe to graven Images —— AndI am 
certain there is not one Text to the contrary; 'buttmany ts 
the Ame purpoſe. OO EN 
Ads 10.25.——4rd as Peter was coming i , Cornelius 


F 


met hin#, "and fell down at" his feet "and worſhipped him. But 
Peter took him ugy ſaying, Stand up, 1 my he alſo am a may. 
And Chap. 14 Verſ. 11--When the People ſaw what Paul had 
done, th lift up their woices, ſaying, in the ſpeech of Lycaonia, 
The Gods are come dowj to us in the likeneſs of Men. And they 
called*Barnabas, Jupiter ;' and Paul, *Mercutins; becauſe he 
was the chief "Speaker. Then the Prieſt of Jupiter , which was 
before their City , brought Oxen and Garlands unto” the Gates, 
and wou'd have done Sacrifice with the People: Which when the 
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ſhip hs Saints , ſo: neither aaaſk. we Pay ſuch. honour to 

Angels. -- 

Gol. 2; 18 —Let no man beguile y you. of your reward, .in a vs 

luntary humility, aud worſoipping of Angels, &c. _ 

Rev. 19. 10. & 22. 9.-Axd 1 fell at his feet and worſhi 
—_ him, and he ſaid unto me , ſee thou do it not + I am P 
ke/low ſervant; and. of thy Brethren that have the T, eftimony i 

eſus : Worſhip God, &c—— And: certainly, if we muſt not 

orſhip an Angel if we ſhou'd-ſee him, L,know not which 
way it can be. prov'd lawtul.to intrude to, thoſe: things 
which we have not ſeen , as the Apoſtle fays.of .them that 
Worſhip Angels, Col. 2. 18. I.can find no Text of Scripture 
| for it; but. you-ſee, Madam ,. how., many I have, producd 
it. And I believewe ſhall ſee Lak ——_ reaſon to pray 
to. Saints and. Angels, as. to worſhip 
| Nena 63. x6. ——Doubtleſs thou art: our > Packer. the Abraham 
7 res of #s,. and. tho' Iſrael acknowledge. us.. not: ; thou, 0 
art our. Father, our Redeemer, thy.Name is. from Ewer- 
bs UE F NG do d to. on, Boks if it yak ar 
to. pray.. to, in ſo doing to wo Saints depart 
= ke not...the 1ſraelites, have made. them, of 
dang Iſaac. and. Faceb, and-pray'd to.them, to-help 'en 
in.fimeo ble;.or,. to. put. the beſt. face upon; it., that 
theywou'd. pray; ta God for their own Offspring, on Earth, 
as well as they of the Church of Rome haye- their Repre 
ſentatives of, :and Prayers to. their Saints;. who. for the. moſt 
Parr, We,are apt £9: Anna token. 'They.kney 
this would be.tq no; purpoſe, for: 4brahavs was ignorant d 
'em, and {{racl.acknowledg! not.. - But, | 
Jerc15.. þ beg Warts ax My ; VF 
ef {faed. Zefore: me,. yet, 91 mind, cond wot; he taward-t 
ar 18, If. it © was. pollible for Moſes and Saw, 
prevalent wn le livide 
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5 de of theſe two'accounts, Thippoſe he means, the-bare 
foinbg] 2 *uſe 


is dme'under the Sun, Eecl19.-5,6. But whether Anpelsand 
Saints \departed, are acquainted with our Condition, or cag 
hear our Prayers , is-not much to the purpoſe; *tis enough 
ro'te{l you, that, ſuppoſing they are endued with fuch Fa- 
culties, our Worſhipping them wouddetra@t from the Ho- 
nottr'of God,” which he has faid he will not-give to another: 
and our invocating thetn wou'd make them Mediators and 
Interceflors, -when the Apoſtle _ affirms, That there 
is but one Mediator between God and man ,, the may Chriſt 
i 2 Cade Wa rb EIS 04; 
'To conclude this, becauſe [wou'd be -as brief as poffibly 


| Imnuy; Efhall refer /you to the Fourth Chapter of Dexrers-. 


my, where you'll find, the great Reaſon that Mojes gives 


Y the Children of /ſrae!, why they thoud not tnake em 
| Imapes, -is,) becauſe when they heard the*Voice of the Lord 


from the*Mountain,” they ſaw AY Similirade - whidtthe ttg- 
ves morethian ofice. And'then, what:Grounds'can they of 


| the Churchof Rome pretend, for expoling a Picture of him, 


who always -was Inviſible 2 "This has been lately acknow- 
kdgd to be Idolatry, by one that'writ more;for the Church 


| of Rome'in'this particular , than, asihe faid afterwards , he 


interided; tho" all little enough to the purpoſe : or at leaſt 
more was added; by fome-body elſe, to what he did ; ' as may 
'be conjetar'd from the variation of the Style: but no mat- 


.tef which: '* The Author makes Idolatry of two Sorts ; en: for 
* The firſt wheteof-is, the Worthipping any. Image 'or Sym- 6r02:ting 


® bols of falſe Gods, as the Supreme Deities :. and fays,..If 
* ou not this, then they are innocent of the,worlt part 
of Idolatry. The ſecond 15, the 'making, or, as he' lays, 
* theattempting to make x Similitnde of the true God , -or 
'*uncreated Divine Nature. That , fays he, is the other 

ow of Idolatry; and'theScriptire knowsno more; there- 
ore” however Superſtitious they may be in their uſe of 
of Idolatry , but upon 


z 


Images, yet they cannot be 
G 
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* uſe of-Images. in.the. Worſhip of God was.none; becauſe he 
OE vhs þ. 12.4; that God was-ſo fat-from- forbidding the uſe 
*o0t Images in-his VWigrtbipAthagian wou'd- not be-Worſhippd 
* without. them.)And. he opnthat no-Man was. ever fo hardy 
* as tocharge eitherof theletwo Kinds of Idolatry uponthat 
ay But, .notjto enquire! whether their Worſhipping 
God by.an. Image, which he ſeems to Vindieate-in another 


F 
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place, be the-making-.a-Similitude of the true God, or un- 
created Divine Nature; T aſſure you , Madam, I have ſeen 


'T | 
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ple 
"theſe, rhicy/Ildo little good on thoſe of the; Chrch-of rg 
land ; and 'tis to be hoped they'll get but little ground: that 
' Way,. while there are any left to.diſcover-theirForgeries. 
- No more Authority have they for invocating-Saints and 
 Avgels, than for Worſhipping Images: The only: Preſident, 
- as I-know of, in the Primitive Tunes, ; was the voluntary 
Humility of the Gmoſticks , condemn'd- by: St.:Pau/ himſelt, 
Col. 2, But for theſe they muſt have recourſe-to. the. Revela- 
tions made to doating Women,and the Viſtons of mad Frar- 
- ciſcans,. and I know not whom-— That Raphael ſhou'd be in- 
"vocated on: a Journey, and: againſt Diſeaſes in general; but 
*3t1 particular, Apo/onia againſt the Tooth-ach-;z Sebaſtian and 
"Roch, againſt the Plague. ;.St. Nicholas, | againſt Tempelts; 
* Michael and, St. George, againſt Enemies. ' From whom, 'if 
they be iqyocated particularly. fay they.,: Experience and 
Eo” Tradition 


= (53) 
Tradition have'diſcover'd ſpecial help in theſe” Caſes. 2 But 
what's this,” but the ancient Heathen Tdolatry, reviv'd inthe 
Church'of Rome > Which is ſo much the worſe there, be- 
cauſe of the Profeſſion - of Chriſtianity ; and Men that pre- 
tend to: know the true God, blaſphemouſly imagin, or aſſert 
againſt their ”Conſeiences , which I think the worſe of the 
two, That help to come from the Creature, -which'can only 
come from the Creator. May not 'we' on better Grounds 
deify our Phyſicians ? But theſe things they'll- venture to: 
deny, tho' they are eaſily -prov'd : that which they chiefly 
acknowledge in this Point, is - their praying- to Saints'and 
Angels to pray for them, oras ſome ſay, to pray-to' Chrift 
to interceed for them , it being arrogant Preſumption, for 
Mortals to go to- Chriſt immediately. But this is down- | 


| right Guoſticiſm ;" and we 'of the*Church of England, have - 


our Saviour's own words'for/our- Encouragement”, -if they 
| -of the Church-of Rome have not; Foh: 14. 6,' [am the way, 
the truth andthe -life + no'man cometh'to the Father but by me. 
Andi we know of no'other Interceſlor-in Heaven, but Chrift. 
"Therefore Tthink it a privation of our Chriſtian Liberty, to. 
| -debar us from Praying to'him A—_— : on Pretence'of 
-t60 much Prefiimption'info' doing ; for he himſelf invites 
"all that hoard dev y"tiden, to:come to-him, and he: 
| will give 'em reſt, ' Matth; 11.28. He'idoes' not fay, Comesto 
meby my Mother, orby St: Michael, or St. Bennet, &c. But,. 
| Come t0'me=-—direQly.- L 201043 Ita L OPERA TOE UE, 
_-52TheFifth-Enquiry*muſt be, '{Phether there-is any ſuch 
| Place as Purgatory © OSD BITES 1-27 900) 3 
_ "TheDodtrines of the Church of Rome, as they have beer 
manag'd, .are:moſt of 'emifo- order'd, as to be as ſuitable and: 
. conformable: tothe temper of Humane Nature:as they well 
may be: as might be made appear;/ if we had time, in theſe 
'already fpoken ito: '' But aboveall, the' Do@rine of Purga- 
tory, -is as obliging and complaiſant to Fleſh} and Blood, as 
any. thing ca-be. For this takes*off all necefſity"'of a ſtrict 
and. reſtrain'd life 3\ here: needs'no' mertiſying our. ny" 
«.5Þ x | WILC 
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aphich-are upon. the "0 Boot: the. PRPTEEVS Teae's 
Men need- notbe-1o fearful. of pleaſing heir Appetites, as 
they ſhould be,-if they. were to:tollow the rigid Precopts of 
our Saviour, 'or-St. .Paw. But the Epicurwan' Principle will 
make a Manhappy here, in gratifying the Laſtsof the Fleſh; 
and: -hereafter he-ſhall be happy in-Heaven too , if he has 
but. been ſo - frugal;as tovſave &@ 4ittle Money ito pay for a 
Catholick Burialonly: undergoing a little Fnixation-or Roaſt 
ing by the way. [That this is'the genuine Explication of 
the Doctrineot Purgatory, as it is 'receivid and propagated 
1a-the-Roman-Church, might be madeappear by many good 
Conſequences, if I had time, -and it was-worth the Pains to 
.conſider every Particular.. -But "tis done-at large already by 
4 OO Excellent Sw and the Buſineſs of the preſent Unde. 
wb of taking, 15-.notſo much tothat; -as:t0 Enquire. whether there 
Rome. -35.2ny: ſuch Place-as Purgatory, or 092 /; «+ 

_There.are but, two Texts an-the New Teſtament rharca þ 
with ary. colour be. urgd  to-this-purpoſe.  Qae is, x Pe: 
3-19. Where -tis:faid, that. Chriſt wort, «nd Preach d to-the Þþ 
Spirits in Priſon. . ad. the other, -z Cor.-3- 15,1 if any mans 
-warks-ſhall be. burnt, tbe-fball buffer voſs-: r bat bedumſetf fhul 

te ſaved,,-;yet fa, as by fines). ', On-thele+two;'Texts this De 

-arine is-built. -If therefore-Ican-make-it plain; that neither 
of theſe Texts are-to-the purpoſe, think T-ſhall have littk 
more:to do than todeny the Dodtrine-ro be true; foraſmud 
as in any Matter of Diſpute the Afﬀitmative-ought to be 

.prov'd before: the-Nepative. ' I-begin-then! with the firſt, 
1 Pet. 3. 19. 

[n-the. foregoing Verk, :the Apoltle tells-16, that Chriſt 
hath once ſutter's tor fins,! the-juit r-the-unjuf, (that he 
might-bring-as 7:Gog ). beg put to.gdeath-in the ficb 
but quicken'd by«the {j are ; And the» adds; By: which al 

Jo he went. and d't0-: «he ſpl its4n Prifon. - From 
- Whence moſt! [Expoſitors tors-gather ,. | t-what-our Saviour 
ſaid todo here. he didatter his "Reſurrection « As if the 
| Apo had -{aid ,-:He was put to Death'in'the Fleſh, " 


cM 
quicker'd; or raisd again by the Spirit ; and after that, . 
he: went by the: ſame- Spirit, or Power, that quicken'd 
him; © and. Preackid tothe: Spirits: in| Priſon.” ' And 
that the” word: Priſon, here, can't mean Purgatory , 
will more plainly: appear, if we follow the Apoſtle as he 
goes. 0n,—"By- which alſo he went and Preach'd to the 
Spirits 'in- Priſon ;' which ſometime were Diſobedient, when 
| ance the long ſuffering” of © God waited in the: Days of Noah, 
while . the ' Ark was: preparing : wherein' few, that 'is, 
Eiht: Perſons.were ſaved by Water. The like Figure where- 
unto, even Baptiſm. dothialſo now fave. us, by . the Refur- 
retion.of:-Jeſus Chriſt, '&c. We read; Ger. 6. 3. that God 
faid,”. My: Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with. Man,  for' that he 
alſs -is FleſÞ-: yet-his Days: ſhall be an Hubidre and Twenty 
Tears. /- The Deluge was determin'd for the Sins of the 
Old-World ; yet God of his. Mercy 'wou'd give 'emſo long 
| time-as- One Hundred and; Twenty Years: to Repent in 3 
and-fent} Noah. to-Preach Repentance, and Threaten -Deſtru- - 
| Rion: to: all that wou'd) not amend their Lives. Whence 
this:of - the - Apoſtle chas-- been/ interpreted of . Chriſt's 
I Preaching the Goſpel to- the Genzzles, 'by his- Apoſtles, after 
his: Reſurreion: when he-had ſent: his: Spirit among em. . 
Andifo-, - thoſe that wou'd: not-repent/ at the Preaching'of 
| the Goſpel, ſhou done. Day: periſki by Fire, as-they of the 
Old: World did'by Water; tor not Repenting at the Preach- 
ngof: Noah: For as Chrift was:theni:reveald*in a flood of 
Water; ſo. he will again be revealed-in-flamming Fire to take 
Vengeance on then that obey not*his:Goſpel;- Bu they 
I that wou'd repent ,, - and:be'obedient tohis Goſpel;: ſhou'd- 
be. faved by: Baptiſm,” as-Noah' was in. the' Ark : yet not 
merely from'a Temporal:Puniſhmene, but from Everlaſting . 
DeſtruQioni-::  Now,i to :make-the Priforhere- ſpoken: ot, . 
gitory 3. is-to fayy .imefedty thatithoſeithat were: de-. 
wy bythe Delupeiof':the Old World; have remain d. 
ever fince/in-his Purgatory" (tall our 'Saviour's Crucifixion , 
and hatin one-of-the Days-in which :he-Tayr inthe 


» 
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Grave, he went and Preach'd the Goſpel of - Repentance ty 
. them. But: this can't be made deducble: from the worgs 

of the Apoſtle, but rather the contrary. For, the word 
gu>axn which we render, Priſon; {ignifies any kind of Re. 
ceptacle whatever, a Sheath for a Sword,: as well as a Gao 
for Priſoners, and as properly. the Body of a Man, where. 
in the Soul is kept, -as any thing ele : any thing containing, 
is qvazxn, a Priſon, in reference to the thing contain d. $9 
that Chriſt's Preaching to the Spirits in Priſon, here, is no- 
thing elſe, but either the ing of Noah to thoſe of the 
Old World, '-or of his Apoſtles to the Gentzles of the Ney, 
whoſe Souls were penn'd up.in their Bodies, which were ex- 
ercisd in Filthy Luſts, - as uſeleſs as a Sword 1s whulc it re- 
—_ in RE HI this: is me. wan" that the beſt Ex. 
poſitors put upon-the place. . Beza-eſpecially, 1s very copi- 
OUs, __ fully diſcuſſes the point, proving that thus Prif 
can in-no wiſe be taken for Purgatory. But the Reverend 
Dr. ammond- has moſt ingenuouſly and accurately expreſs 
the Apoſtles:meaning ; | and therefore with his words I ſhall 
conclude, — © Chriſt, fays he, is an Example of fuffer- 
* ing for well-doing, in his Dying for Sins, not hisown but 
F*. ours, he being righteous died for us who were unrighte- 
** ous, ( that when: we were Aliens and Enemies to God, he 
* might reconcile us to him , and give us Authority to ap- 
* proach him, ) wherein yet for our example and comfort 
<.1t muſt be obſerv'd, / 6s tho as a Mancloath d in our 
* Fleſh, he was put to Death, and that innocently , to pur- 
* chaſe Redemption for us; yet: by : the power: of -God in 
* him he was. moſt glationlly raisd from: the Dead, and 
* ſhall os owed - by raiſing and reſcuing us out of the 
< preſent Sutterings, and. deſtroying; all-obdurate : Sinners, 
* thew forth wonderful Evidences of Power and:Life : The 
<-very ſame in eftect;that of oldhe:did at the time in which, 
F ply ag all yOu > | 0s OG in Power-dnd _ 
< jelty againſt his Enemies, | but. withal -in great Mercy and 
< Deliverance (to his , Obedieat Servants that. adherd.to 


* hum : 


m_ — 


* Noah, that Preacher of Righteouſneſs, hegave thoſe treat- 
able warnings to thoſe' that made no uſe of the Light of 
« Nature in their Hearts, to the Spirits or Souls of thoſe 
* that were then alive before the Flood, which God had gi- 


. * yen them with 1rpreſſions of Good and Evil, but through 


«their -cuſtoms'of Sin: were as a Sword put'up in a Sheath, 
* Jaid\-up Wtheir Bodies unprofitably.-——So then, upon 


' the whole matter, whether the fence of the Apoſtle he re- 


. 
* 


ferr d/to our Saviours Preaching, by Neah, to them of the 


Old:World, or by his Apoſtles to the Gentiles of the'New, 


-is not -much-to the purpoſe; this is the plain reſolution of 
'the-preſent-Quere, That the word Priſon here made uſe of, 
.is only a Metaphorical Epithet given to the Body in refe- 
rence to the: Soul, a Compariſon! made of the Soul cons 
find in-the Body. of a ſinful Man, with a Man lock 'd up'in 
'a Prifon;” And thus when our Saviour, ' by his Miniſters, 


-Preaches the Goſpel, eſpecially to Uribelievers or Wicked 


Men,: he may be faid to Preach to Spirits in-Priſon. From 
what has been faid- then, I think Purgatory can't be aſſert- 
<dfrom the words of St. Peter. 't ore . 

 -Whence we:come to conſider thoſe-of "St. Paul, © If any 
Man's Work ſhaft be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer boſs, - but he himſelf 


| fall be ſaved, yet fo, as by Fire. 


- The Apoſtle, Yerſe 10, ſays, According to the Grace of 
God which was given to me, as a wiſe Maſter-Builder I have 
laid the: Foundation, and another buildeth thereon : "And, 
Verſe 12;' he ſpeaks of: Two ſorts'of Men that build on this 
Foundation ; Firſt, rhoſe that build thereon Gold, Silver aud 
Precions-Stones : - and Secondly, thoſe that build thereon 
Wood, Hay and Stubble, Now, ſays he; Yerſe 13, Ever 
Man's Work 'fhall be made manifeſt. For the Day ſhall 4 
tare it, - becauſe it ſhall: be: reveal d by Fire, / and the Fire 
ſhall try every Man s Work, of what ſort it is." And, as he 
goes on, i any Man's Work: ſhall abide which he hath built 


thereon, che ſhall receive a Reward. But if any Man's Work 


ſhall 


* him + I-mein in the Days of the Old World, when by 


# ay 


"eo 
ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſaffer loſs, *&e.. Which may be' thus 
explain d. . AGISIEES. | 
There -were among; the Cori#thians, when 'the Apoſt!s 
writ this Epiſtle to em , two forts of. Preachers ; ſon. 
who endeavour'd nothing more, - than to [Preach the pur 
{mplicity of the Goſpel, and to feed the 'Flock 'of Chrit: 
with found -and wholſome Do@rine + And others, wh 
pretended to greater-parts'and knowledge tharfWrher Men ; 
and theſe. with ſuperfluous flouriſhes and empty gloſſes en- 
deavourd to win the Hearts of their Hearers by their 
worldly wiſdom, 'as the Apoſtle calls it. As. the other ſiu- 
died for the: preſervation of 'a good 'Confcience in the taith- 
Fal difcharge of their Duty, ſo theſe made it their chief 
care to become 'the Peoples/Favourites , by being as com- 
plaifant and obliging as they cond , and by Indulging 'em 
11 ſome petty matters, as they'call'd*em, that the: Goſpel 
mught n6t ſeem too heavy a burden to 'em. They woud 
tell tlie People of Works of Supererogation, ſome things 
they. might do more than they were commanded to do ; 
and fobrought'm worſhipping af Angels under a pretence 
of voluntary Humility, intruding into thoſe things which | 
they 'hadinot ſeen, 'betng vainly paffed up with their fleſh- 
bl minds, as'the Apoſtle teſtifies, . Col. 2.38. And by fuch 
little tricks as theſe they gain'd more. and more upon the 
giddy Aﬀetions:of the multitude, *till at. laſt they broke 
outiinto that Drivifidn whichcall dfor this:Epiſtle. Things 
being at this 'paſs, the Apoſtle thought it n= time to 
thinkof 'a ivay, if *Poffible; .. to-purt a Ntop'to thoſe Enor- 
ities Which were 4o faſt breaking into 'the'Charch. And 
to this end, . he firft mildly Teproves 'the Corinthians, for 
their overmuch. curiofity, arid affeQtion \of Speculation, 
rather 'than wholſoriie Doctrine. And lien \heproceeds to | 
thew 'em the vanity of ach Speculative Preachers,,'by tell 
ingem, that he had hid-the Foundation, \and that no 
Man cort'd lay another than'\what was laid-alresdy, which 
wes Jeſus Chrift, Now, fays he, any Mar builds _ 
WW; 1 FrWS 
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this. Fouvdgtion, Gold, Sihver, Precios-Stones, Wood, Hay, 


or Stubble i Every, Man's Work ſhall be wade manifeſt. For 
the Day ſhall os #, becauſe it ſball be reveal d by Fire, 

and the, Fire fhall try every Man's Work, of what ſort it is. 
And if any Man's Work ſhall abide, which he hath built upon 
that Foundation which he had laid, he ſhall receive a Rewagd. 
'Fhat is, He that ſhall approve himſelf a ſincere Preacher of 
the Goſpel, that he has fed the Flock of Chriſt with found 


and profitable Dorine, he ſhall in the Day of Trial have 


this to comfort him againſt all Temporal Calamities, That 
he has Acted as a faithful Paſtor ought to do, and there- 
fore though Tribulations beſet him on all fides, yet he'is cer- 
tain he whom he has ſerv d is faithful, and willundoubtedly 
perform his promiſe to his faithful Servants, fo that in the 
midſt of the greateſt Aflitions he's ſure to become more 
than a Conqueror, - and.as ſuch ſhall not miſs of a moſt glo- 
rious Reward. But, Zf any Man's Work fhall be burnt, heJhalt 
ſuffer toſs + That is, He ſhall in the Day of Trial be con- 
vinc'd of the invalidity and unprofitableneſs of his Preach- 
ing, which will cauſe in him the pains of a guilty Con- 
ſcience; which commonly attend on thoſe that have been un- 
profitable in their Stations; and thelols of his former credit, 
will cauſe -him ſhame, and a deteſtation of thoſe vain and 
empty Opinions, which before he ſo:carnefttly defended; and 


| all theſe together will put him in danger of loſing his reward 


hereafter. Yet notwithſtanding all this,--tho' his fleſhy op1- 
nions axe conſum'd and brought-to nothing , ;jf he* has been 


| fo-fortunate as to hold 'to the Foundation:in the main Do- 


Qrines.of Chriſtianity, he himſelf may be fayed; but” twill 
be fo hardly , as by Fire. ' That-is , - tho' he had been infe- 
Red-with Groſticiſm , if he did not proceed fo far as acty- 
ally to-deny:Chriſt the Foundation, ” as his Doctrine befor 
wazthat he-might-in cafe: of Perſecution,” yet his not Yeny-. 
ing.him at laſt, is a -Abnegation of that Dodtrine as =:Fq 
n89ps,, and on that account.he mightbe' faved?; "horwi 
fanling unprofitableneſs -of his Preaching other Wi: 
H 2 ſumply 


fr 4® . 
# if 


ſimply conſider'd,- but it wow'd-be fo hardly ,'as'when one 
has the greateſt difficulty frees himſelfyffom the fury-of 
a devouring” Fire. - I ſuppoſe the Apoſtles:meaning' may be. 
to this purpoſe ; that That Preacher who takes more delight 
in diſcuſſing Points of Controverſy, and the nice Specula- 
tions of School-Diſputes, than in Preaching the Goſpel fo 
as it may beſt edify the generality of People that come to 
hear him ; If-to this he adds' ſome ſuperfluous Doctrines of 
his own, provided they be not Heretical, but he ſtill holds 
the Foundation, yet all this may not damn him, if he does 
not at laſt deny Chriſt , but tho' his Works in the day of 
Trial ſhall prove but empty Chimera's , the vain Fancies of 
his own Brain, Wood and Stubble built upon the 'Founda- 
tion of the Goſpel, and asfuch ſhall inſtantly be conſumed, 
yet he himſelf may eſcape the deſerved Puniſhment of an 
Unprofitable Preacher, but 'twill be, as a. man whoſe Houſe 
1s on fire round about him, and all his Subſtance being burnt, 
he himſelf with great hazard of his Life eſcapes the Flames. 
For 'tis not to be thought 'that every petty Error incurs 
Damnation it it1s not ot Faith ; for thus the Holy Fathers 
of the Church in all Ages have taild, yet their failings not 
thought damnable, fo long as in all things neceſfary to Sal- 
vation they held to the Foundation.  But-the queſtion is, 
Whether according to 'the ſence of 'the Apoſtle, fuch Men 
muſt be ſaved by the fire of Purgatory ? St. Auſtin tells us 
that, Both good. and had , thoſe on the right hand as well 1s 
thoſe on the left, muſt be tried by this Fire the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of. Anda little after, This Fire; fays he, is to be underſtood 
as ſach, through which both muſt of, , They that build Gold, 
as well as theſe that build Wood. And will. any fay that 
St. Peter, St. Paw, and the reſt of the Apoſtles paſsd through 
Purgatory ? Or will any of the Church of Rome aſlert this 
thing of their Seraphic St.'Francis, 'St. Dominic , or their 
ever famous '.Loyola > "Tis plain , the Apoſtle here ſpeaks 
Metaphorically ; he'makes a Fire wherein a' man is in dan- 
_ get of Burning), a Similitude-of the danger thoſe Go/tichs 
Ss © | were 


cr (67) | 
ven by building their Yain ard unprofitable” Dofrines: 
oport the Foundarion which he had laid!"'So* that pon the 
fols Trhinke the beſt way to-explain's figurative Expreſ 
fion, is by a figurative Suppoſition. Let us therefore ſup- 
poſe a" Foundation of Stone laid by ſome” famous Builder : 
Two.fnen take this Foundation whereon to Build 'em Houles 
to live.in; one of the two Builds his Houſe ,* we'll ſuppoſe 
of Gold” and Silver ,” as the Apoſtle expreſſes it ; but very 
plain and homely , after the rude Gothic yay of Building, 
no way charming or delightful outwardly. . The other makes 
uſe of no other Materials but Wood and Straw, .but alarms 


F * # - 


. 


eſcapes untouch'd, only as there might poſſibly be a drofly 


and Silver, which the Fire cannot redu 
| -ox'the'outiide; the Fire licks off that;, and 1o, hh 
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the alteration it makes there, is, when. that droſs isconſum! 
| the Houle appeas much more tplendid and glorious, ss th 
Metal is more refind,, and purify'd by the. Fire. . But the 
condition. of the other fine Building, 1s quite contrary ; for, 
conſiſting chiefly of Wood and Straw, and ſuch combuſtib, 
Matter, 1t. preſently takes fire , and burns. furiouſly , that 
the Poor man, who is ſuddenly ſurprizd with the Calamj. 
ty, being perhaps two or three Stories high, and theFlames 
aſcending, and . threatning Deſtruction round about him, 
knows of no way whereby to eſcape -one danger , but by 
running. into another : And delays in ſuch-caſes being dan: 
gerous, he looks out at his Window , and , not conſidering 
the greatne(s of the fall , his fear of Burning being much 
greater, he at the hazard of his Life, endeavours to faveit, 
by leaping down. into the Street ; whence, if he ſo eſcapes, 
he becomes a, miſerable Spectator of the Ruin of that, which 
bur Yeſterday was the Worlds wonder : and they. that were 
befaxe Þo taken with it, now ſee it; reduc'd to: Aſhes, while 


"we , A.- % 
. p "a z % 


nothing 
< his-own 
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J# or that he Preach'd to Houſes and Walls , becauſe he 
els the' Corim?bians God's Building ; or that our Saviour 
Winſelf was a Stone, becauſe [he is expreſly call'd the head 
fone "of the corner. But whither wou'd ſach abfurdities 
hurry us? T affure you , Madam , *tis very unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe the DoQrine from ſuch a Txt as His ; and I think 
they can find none pliner than one” of theſe two. Which 
being made thus plain'tothe contrary; T ſhall only briefly 
hint a few Texts ipainft the particular DoErine of Purga- 


| tory, and fo'conclude this Point. 


% 


Feel. x1. 3---If the clouds be full of ram, they empty them- 
ſelves wpow the Earth - and if the tree'fall toward the South, 

- toward'the North : in the place where the tree falteth, there 
# ball tie —*This Text'is a Metaphorical mtimation-of the 
Nate of the Soul after this life. As a Tree that is falling 
muſt fall one way, either tv the South or to the North, Rec. ; 
Ho the 'Soul when it leaves the Body muſt go to forne' cer- 
tainphce : and as'the Tree ſhall remiin in the place where 
itfell; fo the Soul muſt abide in the place 'whither the firft 
g0ss when ſheteavesthe Body. Bur the Preacher is more 
phin to the purpofe, on 12.7. where he'fays, The Daft, 
that is, Mans Body, //buH return to the Earth as it was ; and 
the Spirit fhall return to God mho-gave' it. And theProphet 
fays, fat. 57. 3. The Righteous ſhall enter into Peace.—Now 
according 'to the Prattice -of the Church of Rowe in this 
patticular, wnleſs the fpecial favour of the Biſhop of Rome 
tfitervene; all, both/poodand bad,” muſt pas through Pur- 
ory, 1 order to their PerfeQton , tho” according to the 
eRritie of the Firſt Query”, they tndy be'more than per- 


| feet before they*come thither. Butwhat thenbecomes of 


the tnarty Promiſes Tnade 'to'tle Godly, both in the Old: 
#nd Nev Feſtaments, if before they can'enjoy the Rewards 
PERS , they muſt wnderpgo 'fo ſevere a Puniffiment by 
Revel. x4. 13.— Ad Thenrd-a woice from Heaven, Fiying 
#0 11e, write, Bleed are the Dead which-aie mn the = « 
: ONE 
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from henceforth—-And, if there is any. ſuch place as. Purgy 
tory, wherein rhe beſt af\Men muſt; endure Toxment for ; 
Time, how-can the. Blood of Chriſt be faid to_ cleayſe ay 
from.all Sin, x Joh. 1.-7 2 Certainly, God does not require 
that his Servants. ſhou'd paſs through the Fire to purify 'em 
and make em fit for Heaven, after they are. waſh in the 
| Blood of his. Son;.. We are taught by the Apoſtle, 77ed.g.1,, 
that the Blood of ;Chriſt purges our.Conſciences from dead 
Works: but we quite LE the belief of this, if we admit 
the leaſt thought of any other Purgation. - Our Saviour tell 
us, Foh.. 3. 18.: that Ze that belieueth on him is not condemned 
And if God does not condemn., ©.tis hard to think, he'll py 
'niſh : which. he muſt do, if. the. beſt of Men muſt paſ 
through Purgatory before they can come. to Heaven. But 
we can meet with no ſuch . place in the 'Scr.ptures. We 


find but two ways mention'd, a arrow and a broad ; a ſtrait 
gate anda wide, into. one of which we muſt enter. And 


2Cor.s.1o. the þ potte fays expreſly gt Al ſhall appear | before the Tads 


ment. feat of Chriſt, there to receive according to what we hay 
"done in the Body : and then certainly , if there is any ſuch 
place as Purgatory, .God mult be thougat unjuſt in calling 
Men to account tor their. . Sins. when they are, purg'd tron 
Iu ..-But tis much. ſafer - toi believe there 1s no fuch 
PIaCe. NDOT NG Ie. 
Virgil indeed tells us of ſome ſuch kind of place in te 
Sixth Book of his Areas, in his Account of Axeas's Progr 
into the infernal World.to viſit his Father. © When he came 

* to the. Styg/ax ſhore, .he ſaw. Old Charox about his wonted 
*Bus'nefs, plying the Oars to carry ſuch,-over, as came thi 

_ © ther for Paſſage. But he ſaw ſome miſerable Ghoſts on the 
* Banks and in dark Woods thereabouts , to whom the old 
© Ferry-man was very ſurly,, and deny'd.'em Paſhge, tho 
* without doubt they'd have paid him as, well: for his pains 

* as others did. ZEncas, as we may ſuppoſe, ' was.amazd at 

< this partiality, .and ask'd his Guide', What was the meaning 

* of Charon's rough behaviour to thoſe: poor Souls ? To oy 
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© theanfwers, Thoſe you fee him take #nto bis Boas are Iuiicd, 


* add by that means challenge his Service ; But thoſe he beats 
< away, are mot. Nowe muſt paſs theſe Streams *till the Ce- 


Gs remantes of their Funeral are perform'd ; but they muſt abide 


© in theſe diſmal Shades on this fide the River an Hundred 


: £ years, unteſs they are buried ſorner , and then, I ſuppoſe 


© buried or not buried , they obtain their Paſſage. Then the 
* Poet ſets down a Dialogue*between Zzeas and his. old 
* Pilot Palinurus , who being unfortunately caſt away , was 
* killd in /taly; and by the cruel Murtherers left unburied : 
*for which reaſon he mult be confin'd to this Purgatory, 
till thoſe People , mov'd by Prodigious Omens, ſhou'd 


 « Solemnize his Funeral. Now not to make a. Parallel be- 


tween this Fiction of the Poet, and the Purgatory of the 
Church of - Rowe, T ſhall only tell you, that, I have ſeen 
the place repreſented by them. of that Church, not much 
unlike it. - They have a River, in which many are plung'd © : 
up to the Neck, and labouring very hard to get out, at one 
fide of the River is Hell's mouth open , to terrifie the poor 
Souls, and over their heads, Heaven for their Encourage- 
ment. Whether they intend this River for Styx or Ackeron, 
is hot: to the purpoſe; 'tis enough to ſuppoſe the Doctrine 
of Purgatory very ancient ; becauſe in vogue with the an- 
cient: Komays before Chriſt's coming into the World: tho 
of hte years.it has got a Name which.it wanted before, and 
3 it-was formerly. known by the Stygian ſhore , Black 


ſhades, &c. now Purgatory is the Proper name of the place, 


In defervedly Y_ with a Capital P. 
--6. Fhe Sixth Enquiry pr d was; Whether the Mafs is 
a Sacrifice for the (Quick Ee dead 2 | 4 ; 
-:CEFhis: Doctrine. is built upon. the other. of - Purgatory, 
andYtis:to be- deliver trom that place that Meniare to-w:l- 
ling to trade for Maſſes and: Indulgerices + which has added | 
{o. awchto the Revenue. of the Church , that it' can now 


'\.;, "RT. 

\.. But Fhave often thought it ſtrange,” that Men profeſſing . 
Chriſtianity,. ſhou'd be ſo: far bewitch'd: to. Gain 3g to _ 
the Efficacy-of Chriſt's Sufferings:: For/if Indulgences will 
-make. amends for.Sin ,- and the Maſs. atone for unrighte- 
'\ouſnets, what. becomes/of the All-ſufficiency of Chriſt's Me- 
rits, [the Satisfaction made by. his .Death'2 What need have 
_ -Men0 120 ſo:far about. for. Mercy: and-Forgiveneſs, when 
they, may: hayveat nearer home? Here's a Merchant has In- 
dulgences to ſell-at :reaſonable Rates, by virtue of which a 
Man-may gratifie the:Luſts. of his Fleſh here , and- when he 
Dies,. 2 imall: Matter, towards Building or Repairing ſome 
religious. Conventicle;, will purchaſe: Maſſes enough to de- 
liver hin ont of Purgatory ;-and then let:any judge if ſuch 
a Man is not [far wiſer than a ſneaking Heretick, who lives 
in ignorance of theſe Catholick Helps and. Salvo's. But for 
all chat, af we may be allow'd to: believe the Scriptures, we 
have no ſuch by-ways to Heaven ; the way that leads thither 
'* Is ſtrait as,well as zarrow,; So then, let others truſt to In- 

_ dulgences, and ſo be cheated of their Souls and Money too, 
while we tread in the Path which is made plain before us; 
and. tho we may, want a little Elbow-room , .yet- tis better 
travelling ſo0.1n a clean and fafe way, than, by rambling out 
of it for more liberty. , to truſt to the Promiſe of a falk 
Guide that we ſhall come into it again , and ſo follow him 
_ through Boggs and Rivers in danger of Drowning every 

Rep of the way. *Tis evident enough, that the Son of God 
is our only Sacrifice ; for the Apoſtle ſays; x Cor. 1. 7, 
Chriſt our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us : And; the. Scriptures 
ſufficiently teſtifie , that. by one Oblation of himſelf once 
ofterd, he made fufficient Satisfaction for the Sins..of the 
whole World. And then:what need have.we of farther Sa- 
crifices 2, nay, What warrant can be brought from the Word 
of God, to juſtifie the Sacrifice of the Maſs, which is the 
only new one contended. for 2 'The Apoſtle ,.. Row: 12. 1, 
Exhorts us to prefent our Bodies a living Sacrifice, . holy, acce} 
table unto God, as our reaſonable Service. Which _ Bet 
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Larwis thinks ſafficient.to the. purpofe-, and thus h&- atgues+ 
' T vie 15.2 Sacrifice properly fo call d,” that is, an' External: 
* Oblation; made.only to God, wherein; by a lawful Mini- 
. * ſer, ſome ſenſible .Subſtance is by Myſtical rites conſe- 
*.crated, and fo chang'd,' or, in reference -ro what it was 
« before, deſtroy'd.. But Chriſtians have' no ſuch Sacrifice 
«to offer to. God, but the: Maſs. . Neither are the- Romaus 
* kere; commanded to Kill themſelves ; for - that wou'd: be 
* 2n heinous. Sin. | 'Therefore the Maſs muſt be the Sacrifice 
« here ſpoken of: And farther 9voiz , which -is the word 
« here: uſed-by, the Apoſtle, is that Sacrifice which'is offer'd 
« by a lawful Miniſter. But no Sacrifice is among: Chriſtians 
© offer dby the. Miniſter, but the Maſs. © Therefore the Maſs 
* is wie, Or 4 proper Sacrifice. Now not to fay the Mas 
is no fenſible Subſtance, which he makes the main condi- 
tion: of 4 Sacrifice ; I ſhall at - preſent thus examine the-Ar- 
xt. The Apoſtle does not ſpeak here of the office of a Mi- 
nifter, but the Duty of the Miniſters and People both. All 
are to: preſent their Bodies a living Sacrifice. I beſeech you 
therefore, Brethren, &C. | w_ OS an SS 
_..2. Therefore ſuppoſing the Maſs was a ſenſible Subſtance, 
yet the Apoſtle can't intend that, becauſe that is to. be offer d 
_ by the Miniſter only. + 
3. Granting all he wou'dFhave in reference to the-Maſ's 
being-a Sacrifice, yet the word $voiz 1s as properly us'd by 
the. Apoſtle in reference tothe Sacrifice! of a Man's Body, as 
_ of the 'Maſs:: -For.'tis .confeſs'd that - vom. 1s 'an Oblation 
madeto, God only, wherein ſome' ſenfible Subſtance is by 
myſtical Rites conſecrated, ;and ſo: chang'd, or, in reference 
' to what it:was before, deſtroy'd. Accordingly”, the Ape- 
file adviſes us to. preſent: our Bodies #7 living Sacrifice mito 
God ;.and in.thenext Verſe, Be not conformed. to'this Worlds 
where by .our renouncing. the World, weconfecrate our 
Bodies toGod's Service, and fo, as the Apoſtle farther ex- 
horts'us,--we are transform or gh by.:the renewing-or 
* Lan '12 our 
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ear-Mind, and: our Bodies in reference to what they were 
before, corrupted and:polluted by Sin, are deſtroy'd. 

4." So then'the Apoſtle here makes uſe of a Metaphor to 
expreſs a reaſonable Duty ; as a Sacrifice is laid on the Altar, 
killd and cut in'pieces, ſo'we nuſtdie to fin , and-mortifie 
our Members: which are upon the 'Earth , cut off all Aﬀe- 
tions to this ' World, keep'our Bodies under, and bring *em 
int6:ſubjection tothe Will of God, and fo being transformed 
from what we were before, Servants and Sacrifices to Sin, 
webecomeholy Sacrifices andacceptable to God. Whence, 

: 5. Letus enquire What are the proper Sacrifices of Chri- 
ſttans.; becauſe he" ſays, that they have no other but the 
Maf.- St.-Peter', x Ep.C. 2.'V. 5, ſays, we as /rvely Stones, 
are built 'upom .a ſpiritual houſe, an holy Prieſthood, to offer up 


ſpiritual Sacrifices , acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. And 
what thoſe ſpiritual Sacrifices are, we may be infornm'd by 
other places of Scripture. The Plalmiſt, P/al. 4. 5. 2dviſs 
us ?ooffer to God the Sacrifices of Righteouſneſs. And, Pſal.50. 


23, Whoſo offereth Praiſe, ghorifierh God. And, 51. 17, 19, 
The Sacrifices of God are a broken Spirit : and, the Lord will 
* be pleas d with Sacrifices of Righteouſneſs. - And, Pfal.141.2, 
Let my Prayer be ſet before thee as Incenſe; and the lifting 
up of ny hands, as the evening Sacrifice. Theſe are' great 
Expreſſions from one under the Law, when the Morning 
and Evening. Sacrifices were ſo abſolutely neceffary. Bur 
what have we from theſe that wereunder the Goſpel > Our 
Bleſſed Saviour of right "challenges the firſt place, who in 
his own _— dons the © anne for:not Wwe = 
meaning of this, 7 wil have Mercy and mot Sacrifice, Mat 
12:7. The Apoſtle isvery-'phain, 'to the purpoſe, Phzl. 4. 
15,:&c.: Now: ye Philippians mow alſo, that in the begiming 
of the Goſpel, whes 1 departeid from: Mctadovia, no hyr 
tolnAUncated: with me; as roncernine grumg arid recerwing, but 
ant o-niymeceſſity. Not becauſe 1 defire a-grft : but - I defire 
Yoait hhet-may abuitdl 70 your accotitt. But Þ haves ;- nd 
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abound: T'am full , having receiv'd of Epaphroditus the 
things which were ſent from you, an Odour of . a ſweet ſmell, 
a Sacrifice atceptable , well-pleaſing to Gad. From all which, 
the Sacrifices of Chriſtians are Mercy, Alms-Deeds, Prayer, 
Praiſe , Contrition , and all Chriſtian Duties. And theſe 
are the Sacrifices which are to be offer'd up to God, by eve- 
ry lving Chriſtian for himſelf - But I 'can find no ſuch 
Sacrifice as the. Maſs, nor "indeed any other than thoſe 
above-mentiotrd. © For Chriſt Jeſus is the Sacrifice for all 
Chriſtians in general,” and theſe are Sacrifices which every 
Chriſtian muſt offer to God for himſelf in particular. And 
thus 1 have briefly.given my Opinion, of the Maſs , which 
amounts to this4n the general,.that Chriſt being our Sa- 
crifice and Propitiation , we haYe no reaſon to think of 
any other ; and he having offer d himſelf once to God-for 
all, there can be.no other Offerings needful, . but. fuch as 
every Man nut offer for himſelf , the Sacrifice of. Righte- - 
oufneſs. And as the Matfs is not a Sacrifice for the Living, 
neither can it'be fuppos'd a Sacrifice for the Dead. 

If Chriſt Jeſus has made fatisfation for the Sins of. all 
that are call'd by his Name; . and if that fatisfa@tion is. cer-- 
dy pe d to all who are true Chriſtians, and Die in. the 
aith' of Chriſt Crucified, and if this is made the abſolute- 
ly neceſſary Condition of having a "Title to that fatisfaQi- 
on, :T'can ſee no'ground Wicked Men have to hope for par- 
don, if they forteit chat. The Scriptures are altogether fi- - 
lent as to any thing that can be done for us after Death. 
CA Gow purpoſe 111 give you the trouble of the following 
Inſtances, on BE. 

' 1. Holy David, when God ſtruck the.Child he had by 
Bathſheba, pray d for its recovery, and faſted and lay all . 
Voht upon the Earth : His forrow for the Child s Sickneſs .. 
yas ittolerable. ” But when the Child was Dead , he aroſe - 
rot the Farth,” and Walked; .and Anointed himſelf, and 
ung This Apparel, and came into' the Houſe of the Lord - 
hdWorthipped : theh he came to his own Houſe, ahd ha- | 
= ying 


a Re {Ker 
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: ving Bread ſet before-him he did eat. Then. faid his Ser: 
_ vants'tfo' him, "What thing .15: this that” thou - haſt done} 
thoudidſt faſt-and weep for the Child while it was alive, 
but when the Child was dead , thou didſt ariſe and at 
Bread. And he faid, While the Child was yet alive , I faſ. 

\ e4 and wept : For.I faid, who can tel "whether God will b; 
gracious unto me, - that the Child may live , - 2, Sam. 12. 14, 
'We read nothing here of any Sacrifice offter'd for the Child 
which certainly wou'd have been recorded 1t ſuch a thing 
had been done : but he did not ſo-much as'pray. for him or 


weep after his Death... For, 3 At me roles Acre; | 

.. 2. No Man'can'by ANY. means. redeem his Brother, 
'or give to Goda ranſom for him, 7?ſa?. 49.77. I think thi 
is plain enough againſt anfthing that is pretended to he 
done for the benefit of .the Deal - and if no Ranſom ca 
redeem a Man from. the State Re aclately paſſes into out 
of. this World, what ſignifie the. many Maſſes that are ſent 


up daily for one er other in the Church of Rome 2 I think 


1t wou'd not be. impertinent to add that of our Saviour, 
What ſhall it profit a Man if he ſhall gain the whole Warll 
and loſe his own Soul 2 Or what Jhall a Man give in exchany 
for his Soul > Mark 8.36: . Which ſhews. the” impoſſibility 
_ of Redemption from - a. State after this Life. ' And thiss 
frther-evident in Luke 16. in the Diſcourſe between 4tr 
ham and Dives, where Abraham tells him, Yerſe 26. Thi 
between them there is a great Gulf fixed: So that they which 
wou'd paſs from one to- tother cou'd not. _ And then! 
woud fain know how they can fay that any Can be fetclid 
_ of Purgatory, as Hell is more mildly call d, to Heaven 
ut, ES "Oo. 1 | jt ao rg: E 

3- The Apoſtle tells the Theſſalonians, x Theſ, 4.13. thi 

he wou'd not have 'em to be ignorant, concerning them . whid 

are aſleep, not to ſorrow,” as others which hays wo. hope.. 1 
If we believe that Teſus died, and roſe ggain ,. even ſo then 
_alfo which ſleep in Feſus, will God bring with him. The Apo 
les and che Privitive Cyiſtiats had their hopes in chef 
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furredion ; they had.no thought of a ftate'of Puniſhmenr 
after Death,' from which they were to be' freed by: cle” Sa- 
' i crifice of the Maſs, but they built'all upon the Merits of 
| Chriſt's Blood, the full fatisfa&tion which he had made, and 


; on that, ſcore mage it their conſtant endeavour to become 
; Tore partakers of- it. . The Scriptures make no mention 
| I of Offertories for the Dead , but m many places they at- 
: | 


gue clear the.contrary : That there is'no time or place, of 
calling on God 1n the Grave, or for thoſe that are in their 
Graves :- All ſhall at the Day of Judgment receive accord- - 
ing to what they have. done;in the Body, There's no Exs 


= Oe 


"W pation of 'Guilt after Death, ' but he that is not abſoly'd in 
If this Life muff be miſerable” for ever. . Therefore theſe: per- 
, formances'on the behalf of the Dead, are no better than'a 
, breach of the Third Commandment, a taking God's Name 


in-vain, by' calling on him for thoſe, - for whomhe cannot 


; be intreated. - Upon the whole therefore, 'we may truly | 

"WW &y with the Preacher, Eccl:-974. To him; that” is join'd to 

7 o/ the living, there is hope : - But to him'that is dead there 
isno hope but what his way of living here will admini--- 

WM ter to him. — - OTE LR IE L 

vo Wi conclude this with the words' of the Apoſtle, Zeb.-13. 

AF 7,” &c. Remember them which have the Rule over you, \ who - 


have. ſpoken unto you the word of God: whoſe' Faith follow, - 
conſidering the end of their Converſation. TFeſus Chriſt the © 
ame yeſterday, and to day, and for ever: * Be: not carried a- 
bout with divers and ſtrange Dottrines : © For it is a good thing | 
that-the - heart be eſtabliſhed with Grace , not with- Meats, . 
which have not profited them which have been occupied therein. 
We have an Altar whereof they have wo reght to eat , which 
W/crve the Tabernacle. For the Bodies of theſe Beaſts whoſe 
OW Bla 3s brought 3uto the Sanithary by the Htigh-Pricft for Sin, 
"Bi are birt without the Camp.” Wherefore Jeſus alſo, that he ' 
might ſarftifie the People with his own Blood, ſuffer d without 

Wthe Gate; © Let ws go forth therefore unto' him, without the - 
Camp, bearing-his reproach. — Fot- here we' have no any 
S207. —-* : x 0 | ty, ; 


© City, but we ſeck. one to,come. By. him therefore let us offer 
the Sacrifice of Praiſe to Gu, contimalh, that 45, the fruit of 
our Lips, gruing thayks to his. Name, But-t6 4a good, and 
to communicate, forget not. for with ſuch: Sacrifices God is 
well pleaſed. s E ry verry ey os 
- 7. Now I come : to the: Seventh and laſt Enquiry pro- 
posd, viz. Whether the Dodtrine of Tranſubſtantiation can be * 
. maintaind ty Scripture ? 
b- ; "This has'been endeavour'd -by our Adverſaries, but to 
= -- no purpoſe. - And the Scriptures furniſh us with two very 
__— good Arguments tg the contrary. Which are, 
1. . That Chriſts Body. can be in-but one'place at once. 
2. That we. eat-the Body. and drink the Blood. of Chriſt 
only by Faith Againſt-both which, Tranſfubſtantiation 
makes Chriſt's Body. viſible in a Thoufand' places at once; 
and aſſerts that we eat the .very, natural Fleſh of Chriſt , 
and gnaw it with our Teeth, as we dg. our common Meat. 
And fince in this Cafe we are-denied the uſe of our Senfes, 
we mult-be. judg'd by 'the Sence. of the Scriptures. ' 
 Andfirſt, The Scriptures teſtifie, That Chrift's Body can 
be in but one place at once. 
always with. us but him.we have not always. For,” John 16. 
2.8. As he came, forth. from the. Father into the. World, ſo a- 
gain he will leave the World and go. to the 'Father.. Accord- 
ingly, Mark. 16. 19. when he. had ſpoken. to his Diſciples, 
he was. received: up. into. Heaven,. and. far os. the. right hand of WM. 
God. Ang. there St, .Srephey alterwards law. him, Acts 7. 
56. - Inawhich place, as 5.7467. teſtifies, As 3. 21. he 
muſt, remain: tiÞ.: the. times of. the. -reſtizution. of. all, things. 
When, and agk belpre,' hr ſhall ſarcome indike manmer, as he 
was Jeamnto. go into HeevincAQSIAT New, fppote 
you. kgow the laſt thiſe, they: that believe this Doctrine are 
fain-to fly. to, is. God SQmgipetency, aud this they\ know | 
we dare.not contradict... Bug. i -\thatthoughrGod 
_ kablet6, 40 483\thiNg, ch; 215 exif LA OR NOS he 
Wh OCs 


3% L 


£ 


(73) 

does not apply his Will to his Ability : And on this ac- 
count,” though John Baptiſt told the Jews, Marth. 3.' 9. That 
Godl was able of Yhe Stones of the Earth to raiſe «p Childrex 
«to Abraham, we muſt not preſently make the Fable of 
Dexcalion and. Pyrrha an Article of our Faith. For if this 
wou'd do the busneſs, how ſoon wou'd the World be flld 

paſs for Miracles ? But if we 


(74) 


Right Hand - of- God. - For, Plul: LO." Or Converſation, 
fays he, is in Heaven, from whence alſo we look. for the Savi- 
our the Lord Feſus Chriſt. Wherefore, Madam, I think the 
Counſel of. our Lord himſelf is beſt to be follow'd, Matth. 
2.4. 2.3. If anv Man ſhall ſay unto you, Lo, here is Chriſt, or. 
there, believe it not. | 5 ky 


Secondly » Another Argument deducible frvm Scri- 
pture, againſt this Dotrine, I told you, was, That we eat 
the Body, and drink the Blood of Chriſt, ouly by Faith. 


© John 6. 47, Vc. Yerily, werily I ſay unto you, he that be- 
lieveth on me hath Everlaſting Life. ' I am that Bread of © 
Life. Tour. Fathers did eat Manna in the Wilderneſs, and 
are dead. This is the Bread which cometh down from Heaven, 
that a Man may eat thereof, and not die. , I am the Living 
Bread which came down from Heaven. If any Mancat of this 
Bread,' he ſhall Iive for ever : And the Bread that IT will 
give, is my Fleſh, which I will give for the Life of the World. 
Where we are to conſider, Firſl, That Faith in Chriſt is 
made the Condition:of having Everlaſting Life, Yer/e 47. 
Secondly, The-Bread of Life, which, Yerſe 51. 1s call'd his 
Fleſh, * is only .that Spiritual Nouriſhment of the Soul, 
which comes by that Faith in Chriſt : And therefore he 
ſays, that if any Man cat of this Bread, he ſhall live for 
ever. Whence I think it plainly appears, that vg 
Chriſt's Fleſh, and believing on him, are only terms uſc 
49; any one for tother, and ſo;make nothing at all 
or Tranſubſtantiation. But the' chief . of the Argument 
''s to come, Yerſe 52, &c.—— The Jews therefore ſtrove 
among themſelues, ſaying, How can this Man give us his Fleſh 
to'eat ? Then Jeſus fa unto them, Yerily verily 1 ſay unto 
you, Except ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man ,. and .drink 
- bis Blood,'.ye have no Life in you. Whoſo eateth my Fleſh , 
ard Drinketh my Blood, -hath Eternal Life , and I will raife 


bim 
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him ap at the laſt Day. For my Fleſh is Meat indeed, and 
my Blood is. Drink indeed. He that eateth my Fleſh, and 
Linketh my Blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the 
Living Father hath ſent me , and-1 live by the Father : ſo, 
he that_eateth me, even he ſhall lrve by me. This is that 
Bread which- came down from Heaven; mot as your Pathers' 
did eat Manna., and are” dead :. He that eateth of this 
Bread ſhall live'for ever._——Perhaps you may think; Ma- 
dam, that theſe reiterated exprefiions are Indications plain 
enough that our Saviour here intends 'Tranſubſtantiation : 
But I aſſure you they 'mean nothing leſs. For, firſt, he 
fays, - Except ye. eat the: Fleſh. of the' Son of Man, and drink 
his Blood, ye have 'no Life in'you. And on the contrary, 
Whoſe eateth: his Fleſh , and drinketh his Blood, hath Fter- 
nal Life , and he will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. - Now, if 
our: Saviour. ſpeaks: all this of his natural Fleſh and' Blood; 
with which he was cloathed, and which was naild to the 
Croſs and ſpilt on the Ground; and laſtly, which he carri- 
&d with him into Heaven ; and  . according to the Do- 
rine of Tranſubſtantiation, his natural Fleſh and Blood + 
are as really eaten and.drunk: in the Lord's Supper, ' Then; 
all Men... bad as well as good ; nay. any -/living Creature 
that'is but capable of. cating and drinking , may be in as 
fair a way to Heaven as the devouteſt Profeſſor of Chriſt 
 anity. For if | eating the Fleſh of Chriſt will carry one tos 
Heaven, give .a. Dog- a piece of -the- Tranſubſtantiated 
Bread, and why may. not he by. eating' it go'thither t66* 
However,.. to; ſeclude Beaſts, it. wou'd be'a'blefled. World 
certainly, if the. worſt of Men were in asfure a'way to'Sab 
vation, . as the beſt } which muſt: be, if the Dottr.ne of 
Tranſubſtantiation; -and:our -Saviour's:- Words hold together. 


CE 


For-b 


e fays, his Fleſb is. Meat indeed, antl-his Blood is Drinth 
indeed, And Tranſubſtantiation: giyesiall *Men-the" real 
Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt, and by. cating anddrinking ther 
.we. get Salvation, . HOES” Wa” . Bur 
Fi ; | K 2 econd- 
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: Fe hut eiterkGhriffts Fleſ.;\ ani: Srinket "T0 
neon; 74 ie Chriſt; 'and Chriſt in him. Now can Chriſt: 


- dwell-in a Wicked" Man, - or Unbeliever 2- har fellowſhip 


bath Chriſt with-Belial + Thixdly; This is that Bread which 
canie -m_ Joon Hewes +7 + wat as Or Ry did: eat Mama, 


by 
oy unto. Saran, ; cating! the: Fleſh of 
Chriſt, 'and drinkin nghis EEE ever, / and 
yet no Man can be ſaved wales he” believes-in: him; - either 
our Saviour: mult be thoyght to contradi& himſelf, or elſe 
this; overthrows the: Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, and 
oves that we oply-eat and drink"the Fleſh-and Blood of 
Gil by. Faith. -::;And-I appeal to your ſelf; Mizam, to 
judge -which- of - the two tis: moſt reaſonable to believe. 
But that what our Sayiour ſays here, is not to be underſtood 


. according to the Letter, will appear if we- purſue it a little 


farther, Herſe. 60.—— Many therefore of his Diſciples, when 
OH d this, faid; This-is a hard Saying, who can hear it ? 

 Jeſvs ke in himfelf,* that ales + murmired at it, 

5 cad grove Doththis offend yau 2 What-' and if ye 
Blk er her Sow of Mow feral here be war before * Jt is 
the Spirit that | guicheneth; -- the: Hoſt. rs po the 
words. that $ {pedbrante: you, they- are: | Spire, __ eh - 
Life.» But ther rare ſome-ufc;yar that believe woti From 
which, / 1, cou'd tell you;;«Madam;” and u ant Moved 
| 10Os , thar thre i nothing in din Chapeonog -or very little at 


Th moſt, 
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that ſent me, that "every one which ſeeth the Sou, 6d belies 


on me, bath Everlafting Life, © And 
in other"places of” the” Chapter he calls,” 
as, Verſe 35, 7:44: 45: And other plac 
 calfd eating his Fleſh, and drinking his' Bl 


'tis evident; [they are all hf ne gen terms uſed to exprels - 
bne and the fame thing.” But to proceed. - 


- The Apoſtle, x Cor. T0. T. tells us, that all aur Fathers © 
were under the Cloud, and all paſſed through the" Sea : and 

were all baptized unto-Moſes in the Cloud, and inthe Sea, and * 
did all eat the ſame ſpiritual Meat, and did all. drink. the 
fame” ſpiritual Drink ( for they drank of that ſpiritual Rock 

* "that followed them : and that "Rock "was Chriſt). Now the 
 *Paſchal Lamb, was as lively a repreſentation of Chriſt, the 
Lamb ſhin fromthe Foundation of the World ; as our 
Bread and Wine, are , of 'the breaking his Body and ſhetl- 

ding'his Blog upon the Croſs: yet. Twas never! thought | 
that clicy in the Padſover, did (eat - and drink- Chriſt's real 
Fleſh and Blood; but” anly'in that FealP they fed 0n him by 
Faith. "And fo when we come duly prepard to the x1 

EI Table.” 


o 


178). 

Table, we are. Par Nel of his Body and Blood. by Faith, 
by which -alſo- Chriſt dwelleth-in-our hearts , Epheſ. 3. 17, 
Our Saviour, Joh.-x5.5. ſays, 1 am the Vine, ye .are the. 
Branches : he that abideth in me , and 1 in him, the ſame 
bringeth forth much fruit : for without me ye can to nothing, 
Now, if all our Saviour's words muſt betaken accordin bo 
the letter, which muſt. we. rather believe,, that his Fle 
Bread, to be.catem; by -us- as we do. our ordinary Food, o 
that _he 1s a great. Tree, and we. Chriſtians are ſo many 
Branches growing from him-; or that we are-mere Sheep 
feeding on a Cc a FAY; he the SP ets to look 6 


he.js.2 Door, (ung HPO Hinges, . thro' 
Wk we Sheep pop enter into, our Paſture ? I wou'd fain 
know, if all theſe were:to be taken literally, what we ſhou'd 
do to know which was true,. and: whic "not > Such Ex- 
preſſions, as theſe muſt be taken Metaphorically; and fo, 
As we ufually. enter into a Houle by. the, Door, fo we' go to 
Heaven.by Chirſt : As a Sheph erd. = care- that none of 
W Sheep ? BO. aſtray; {o cn the good - Shepherd of- our 
will loſe. none of all them that are his: As a Vine 
Ka ied an to.its Branches, ſo is Chriſt a Vine to 
us, by. whom we live and grow ripe for a joyful Harveſt, 
or Vinta ge 4 on bly, . as Bread is-eaten to ſuſtain this 
Tempor is. that Spiritual Food on which 
we: food by $55.0 unto Ih Everlaſting, 


_ , To what has been faid on, this Subject, we may 2dd ma- 
ny Texts of Scripture, which alfert the Elements which are | 
ty Kavige of this. Feaſt, to be.the ſame after Conſecration, 
they. were before. .. Thus. the Apoſtle.,” r Cor. IO. I6, 
7 he cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs , is a wot the C ommunion of 


- _ . the Blood of Chriſt The Bread. wi ich we. break, Es tt not the 


Communion of the Bady ady of Chriſt? LY, , Chap. LI. V. 26, 
As often as. Je cat p32: en) and. dr "this Cup, ,.Je ao Hhew 
the {vs s death Hill. be. :COMG. But. chat ASE is chiefly 1n- 


iſted 


Set to: tas vob» 2: 

exp ever oy Lord RE faidat the wm ge” of 
his Supper; Matth. 26.26. And. as they were "eating , Jeſus 
took Bread ;' and bleſſed it , and brake it', awd gave it to the 
Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body.” Aud he 
took the Cups and gave thanks , 'aud gave it to them, ſaying, 


fl. drine yeuall of it. For this is 'my Blood of the New-Teſta- 


ment, which is ſhed for many for the Remiſſion of Stis. If here 
i$:not - plain Tranſubſtantiation, I know not where. to find 
it... Our-Saviour himſelf in the preſence of his: Diſciples 
takes apiece of Bread , -and: plainly affirms that *tis his 
Body ; and. ſhall:-not we believe*him? 'yes,/ ſurely; But 
what follows ? Yerſ. 29, But 1 ſay unto. you, I will not*tlrink 
henceforthi of this Fruit of the *Vine;; until that day when''T 
drink it new with you in my Father's Kingdom, IT think he tells 
us-2S plainly: here, . that the Wine was ſtill the'Fruit of the 
Vine after:'Conſecration ,:'as before he did; that it'was: his 
Blood. :uBut: to this 'we may- add whatiSt. Euke- fays of his 
 tlofticuting his'Supper, Luk: 22. T9,. And he took Bread, and 
gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, ſaying, This is 
» Body which is "given for you + and fo of the Cup, This is 
the New:Teſtament of my Blood, which is ſhed for ' you: ' Where, 
1:lavere givenito Criticiſm ;: T-might takenotice ,' as 'Beza 
has. done, : that Chriſt ſays, 7h7s 75 my Body ;,"twhich is grven, 
for-yoa', mot. to you. But to let: that pals ;.we'know that 
iſt was not yet Crucified , till after the inſtitution of 
this Feaſt: So thiat here's /another figure; he makes uſe: of 
the:Prefent. Tenſe inſtead of the Fature;»mſtead of, ' this is 
my Body, which ſhall be given for you; the ſays, which is give 
for. you, as 1f it was a thang; already. done. "Now in;my. opi- 
nion, it. wou'd have been much more for Tranfubſtantiation, 
if he had usd the Future-Tenſe, and:told em - plainly,” 'Zh:s 
is.my Body which. ſha: be: crucified; for'you <;and his —_ 
the contrary, nulls all Pretences to: 'the'Do@rine from-h 
words. , But Belarminhas wittily ſuggeſted another kind 
of Argument, which.I ſhall the rather mention, hvweſs it 
F074] as , 
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* kaslately. been ſlartad afreſh;: and:that.is, *.1f/ theſe wards, 


* #vc eft.corpas-memns., do: not intevd Tranfubſtantiarion, 
* they muſt, want a+ Gtanirhatical:Gonſtiuiction.'..F6r the 
* Pronoun, Hoc cannot Adjedtively. aj ree- with. Bread, as 
 * its antecedent Subſtantive: for Bread is of the Maſculine 
* Gender. Neither can 4c be ſpoken Subſtantively, of a 
* thing that is ſeen and openly known, unleſs that thing be 
© of the Neuter Gender : Bur Bread'is of the Maſculine, both 
* in the Greet and Latiy, No man going to ſhew atother 
* his Brother wou'd fay, - Hoe off frater mes - neither wou'd 
* aty man-ſay of the King's Image, 4Zoc e/# Cafar. But all 
this'ss- but, a ſly Inſinuation , to cajole thoſe that know no 
- more of. Grammar than this Argument. wou'd+ teach *em. 
And I have'fo much Charity for that great Man, as tv be- 
I R——_— mis gull'd WM por 
- an Artifice. _ Lſuppoſe be coud not. be ignorant, it he knew 
any" thing almoſt-of the invalidity of fuch'a ſhift, he knew 
well e , 4.dare-fay, that 2c is here-usd as a Relative, 
and, as ſuch, that it might.very well refer to- cither of the 
: two. Subſtantives , Bread , or Body ; and in this \caſe the 


. ſeeing, or not. ſeeing the Bread ſignified nothing -- but as 


the Relative woud refer to:bdth Breadand Body, it was.in 
his Power to -make-it agree with which of the Subſtantives 
pleas d him.) And. ſo, 'Z7ic 'eft: Corpus mewnt , wou'd have 
; made 25 much: for Tranſubſantiation', as' Hoc,:&c. and 
wou'd have been 85 able to. Cavil and Diſpute: yet he:that 
fpake the: words) wowd:: thew:himſblfa good: Grammarian 


ether way.. Ando; thor 'tis trus,) twou'd be. improper to 
. fay-of «mans RBrother,': Hoceft-fraver mens; 'yeritanay well 


oughbe'{aid-of the King's Image, oi oft Czar; becauſe, 
keen eps vs to» thedniage and-not»tar Cizfar immediately, 


the Inage being a-thing)without-liſey\for that reafon'the 


Gender. is But to: 'take: 2:S1 imile 
: Suppoſes-little Gizl, as like 
le for! her.to be!;.ſhe being among 


more 
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mes be Per ow Wwe'ſhow'd* 55 this Sentence 
into'Zarin t avoid a Metamorphoſis 7 T muſt 'confes; 
if "it had Veeti' ſpoken thiis,' This Girl, &c. Hzc- Puela, 
th&eArtide" :6P--the Felnjhine Gender had been moſt pro- 
per3'® but'as the' word: Gl is only inclufled for” under- 
: ftoods” "and* Father <xpreſt, the Artieſ&'of the" Maſeulitie 
Gender is as +, "becatiſe ," the Article may* idiffe- 
rently: BE referr d to "the the” Girl} of” the Father. 
Avdi=this fuggeſts - tp to: me afrother / Arp ainſt 
ny Ko TREE wor of *btir [Saviour likfally. 

1 of? her® being "16 likes he#2Fathes , 'is 
= to y the _ Father himſelf : Now wou'd-tiot 
the By-ſtanders be calld Fools or worſe, if they 
thou'd* do is 'vifdicate 'the! Poet's -Meramorphoſis of 
Iphis\"1 The" Girf2is/ it! that” inflate tien's 
mnÞ624; ahd'yet - the" Expteſſion'@s)no"Hyperbole ; 
but *as "the! rd \way! of' ſpeech is: to \ call*the 
Pi&tare' or” Repteſchitative 'of'' a Mai'!, *the' Mani * him 
ſolf-/5and thing! _—e Saviour might fay >, This: 354my 
Botly3- and Fer Bly? intend! the? figl 702 the 'thing! tg? 
nifted. 6 19 


"All this" while, n think T have not made” the leaſt" a 
peal/to '6fit Seftces; tho" in 'a* Niatter ſb obvious-to las 
aid: yet: cary" ifirid fo! ground *for” the belief of Frans 
ſabſtantiation!\"'But;! a5'in_ things "that -are--obvioust 
ſence 7'"6ur Setifes' earmot'be deeetv'd4' {6 either dit our 
Saviour ever"'deny- us'the Evidence of -our"Senſes in ſuch: 
caſes?" but thus hee lates'; : | Have ye not” ſeen the' 
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uslof! the: reallity/? of hi/Reſurredhiong%he! + appeals cojs-* 


ſhntly! to1i6up *Sehſe#27T:"Reath Orbit! fhive hand 21 ant 
. thrif80it ito my"frde%, 1a" Wo REY td bavgsi! 
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